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These striking, colorful posters, selected from the more than one thousand housed at Indiana University’s
Black Film Center/Archive, graphically illustrate the artistic and thematic range of racial representation in
the American film industry from its early days through the present. Chosen for their value as cultural
artifacts, they combine art and commerce and are richly imbued with historical and social meanings that
continue to engage and inform. The earliest posters, such as the one from pioneering black filmmaker Oscar
Micheaux, represent truly independent productions. That crop of "race movies," dating from the late 1920s
through the early 1940s, targeted a black audience hungry for respectful images of themselves. In Hollywood
films, however, black life was often presented in contorted and narrowly defined ways, reflective of
America’s racial morass. Yet as a whole, the posters managed to capture the artistry, if not the full range, of
black performance.

Many of these posters appear in the touring exhibition "Imaging Blackness: Film Posters from the Black
Film Center/Archive." Since they were originally produced as ephemera that would follow the distribution of
the film and return to the studio, it is surprising that so many early posters featuring African Americans are
still in existence. This collection includes some of the rarer examples.

In addition to their relative merit as commercial art, the posters are visual cues to the social construction of
race in our society as revealed by that most potent dream merchant, the Hollywood film industry. Designed
to catch the eye, they also offer a window into the history of race relations in the 20th-century U.S. In his
foreword to the collection, filmmaker Melvin Van Peebles notes the evolution of how blacks were portrayed
in the posters. Ever so slowly, he writes, "you begin to see a few black faces minus the shovels and trays."
These incremental changes are notable because they show the long, slow, and continuing struggle of blacks
to alter racial perceptions?as well as reality?in the film industry.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Abrams:

This Imaging Blackness: Race and Racial Representation in Film Poster Art book is not really ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside
this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. That Imaging Blackness: Race and Racial Representation in Film Poster Art without we realize teach the
one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Imaging Blackness:
Race and Racial Representation in Film Poster Art can bring once you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Imaging
Blackness: Race and Racial Representation in Film Poster Art having great arrangement in word and layout,
so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

John Sledge:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Imaging Blackness: Race and Racial Representation in Film Poster Art
book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange
for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to
you. The writer associated with Imaging Blackness: Race and Racial Representation in Film Poster Art
content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Imaging
Blackness: Race and Racial Representation in Film Poster Art is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Grady Meraz:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been ride
on and with addition details. Even you love Imaging Blackness: Race and Racial Representation in Film
Poster Art, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Linda Matthews:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book Imaging Blackness: Race and Racial Representation in Film Poster Art was
filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines



competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you
wanted.
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