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On a snowy St. Petersburg street in 1903, Nikolai Gumilev, already a budding poet, met and fell in love with
the fourteen year old Anna Gorenko (Akhmatova). In that moment, she would take her place at the center of
Gumilev's emotional life and his poetic world. Despite the painful ruptures between the two over the next
eighteen years, she would remain there until his abrupt and violent death in 1921 at the age of thirty-three.
Swan Songs: Akhmatova and Gumilev is the compelling and tragic story of these two great Russian poets,
one well known in the West, the other quite unknown. It is told through their biographies, letters, journals,
memoirs and especially the poems that Akhmatova and Gumilev wrote to and about one another. These
poems, newly translated by the author and set in the context of their lives, provide the key to unlocking the
secrets of this passionate, turbulent and often painful relationship that Akhmatova herself called a 'terrifying
and burning love.' This book will follow the two poets through their childhood and student days in Tsarskoe
Selo and Gumilev's years of persistent wooing of Anna that finally ended with their marriage. In the Silver
Age of Russian poetry, Akhmatova and Gumilev would play leading roles in the lively literary world of St.
Petersburg even as their marriage was coming unraveled. These frenetically creative days soon darkened
with the coming of the Great War and Gumilev joined the Russian army as a cavalry officer. After too many
betrayals on both sides, Akhmatova and Gumilev were divorced and re-married, but both suffered the terrible
privations of wartime. After the Bolshevik Revolution, Gumilev attempted to make a place for himself in a
new literary landscape, teaching and lecturing. Akhmatova soon realized that her voice would no longer be
heard in this brave, new world. In August 1921, Gumilev was suddenly arrested, accused of being part of a
conspiracy and shot. Akhmatova was devastated and spent the rest of her life c
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From reader reviews:

Richard Gary:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book Swan Songs: Akhmatova & Gumilev it is quite good to read. There
are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not
have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Ardith Bobo:

This Swan Songs: Akhmatova & Gumilev is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more
you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Swan Songs: Akhmatova &
Gumilev can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there
isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a
person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Jacquelin Vasquez:

You can find this Swan Songs: Akhmatova & Gumilev by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing
or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Kim Romero:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Swan Songs: Akhmatova & Gumilev can make you experience more interested
to read.
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