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It has been widely assumed that there were 6 million Christians (or 10% of the population of the Roman
Empire) by around the year 300. The largely-unexamined consensus view is also that Christianity was an
urban movement until the conversion of Emperor Constantine. On close examination, it appears that these
two popular views would nearly saturate every urban area of the entire Roman Empire with Christians,
leaving no room for Jews or pagans.

In Who Were the First Christians?, Thomas Robinson shows that scenario simply does not work. But where
does the solution lie? Were there many fewer Christians in the Roman world than we have thought? Was the
Roman world much more urbanized? Or, is the urban thesis defective, so that the neglected countryside must
now be considered in any reconstruction of early Christian growth? Further, what was the makeup of the
typical Christian congregation? Was it alower-class movement? Or was it a movement of the upwardly
mobile middle-class? Arguing that more attention needs to be given to the countryside and to the
considerable contingent of the marginal and the rustic within urban populations, this revisionist work argues
persuasively that the urban thesis should be dismantled or profoundly revised and the growth and the
complexion of the early Christian movement seen in a substantially different light.
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From reader reviews:
William Ullrich:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Who Were the First Christians?:. Dismantling the Urban
Thesis. Try to make the book Who Were the First Christians?: Dismantling the Urban Thesis as your buddy.
It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you alot more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Julia Hanson:

Have you spare time to get aday? What do you do when you have much more or little sparetime? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Who
Were the First Christians?. Dismantling the Urban Thesis? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Earl Hess:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be
option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that
you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Who Were the First
Christians?: Dismantling the Urban Thesis can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

John Wiser:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes looking
at, not only science book but additionally novel and Who Were the First Christians?: Dismantling the Urban
Thesis or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes Who Were the First Christians?: Dismantling the Urban Thesis to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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