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First published in New Zealand in 1957, Owls Do Cry, was Janet Frame’s second book and the first of her
thirteen novels. Now approaching its 60th anniversary, it is securely a landmark in Frame’s catalog and
indeed a landmark of modernist literature. The novel spans twenty years in the Withers family, tracing
Daphne’s coming of age into a post-war New Zealand too narrow to know what to make of her. She is
deemed mad, institutionalized, and made to undergo a risky lobotomy. Margaret Drabble calls Owls Do Cry
“a song of survival”—it is Daphne’s song of survival but also the author’s: Frame was herself misdiagnosed
with schizophrenia and scheduled for brain surgery. She was famously saved only when she won New
Zealand’s premier fiction prize.

Frame was among the first major writers of the twentieth century to confront life in mental institutions and
Owls Do Cry is important for this perspective. But it is equally valuable for its poetry, its incisive satire, and
its acute social observations. A sensitively rendered portrait of childhood and adolescence and a testament to
the power of imagination, this early novel is a first-rate example of Frame’s powerful, lyric, and original
prose.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Maes:

The book Owls Do Cry: A Novel can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Owls Do Cry: A Novel? Several
of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Owls Do Cry: A Novel has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Judy Finley:

This Owls Do Cry: A Novel book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you
will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Owls Do
Cry: A Novel without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Owls Do Cry: A Novel can bring once you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Owls Do Cry: A Novel having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Josefina Smith:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Owls Do Cry: A Novel as the daily resource information.

Hazel Fletcher:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Owls Do Cry: A Novel offer you a new experience in reading a book.
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