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Alcibiades (ca. 450 BC-ca. 404 BC), was the charismatic and controversial bisexual Athenian general and
politician who promoted the Peloponnesian war against rival Sparta, who subsequently inspired Athens's
failed Sicilian Expedition, and who later allied himself with two of Athens's biggest enemies: Sparta and
Persia. His actions gravely affected the future of Athens and his motives and reasons for acting as he did are
indeed the stuff of fascinating biography. Alcibiades's extraordinary beauty, great wealth, ostentatious
vanity, male and female amours, debaucheries, and impious revels earned him notoriety not only in Athens
but throughout the Hellenic world. In subsequent ages his name was used as a near by-word for all kinds of
excess. But, as Benson argues, reappraising Alcibiades's reputation, great as were his vices, his virtues were
even greater ... Although The Life of Alcibiades was originally published in 1928, and there have been other
newer detailed works published on Alcibiades since then, no other work captures the passion and the
excitement of the brilliant but erratic career of Alcibiades as Benson's biography does. As the reader will
discover, Benson evidently has much sympathy for his subject and this brings the entire biography to life. He
combines detailed research, especially his use of primary materials from Thucydides and Plutarch, with
writing flare, not an easy accomplishment. Front cover photograph: "Alcibiades", Ideal Male Portrait.
Marble. Roman copy after a Greek original of the 4th century BC. Palazzo dei Conservatori, Hall of the
Triumphs. Back cover photograph: E. F. Benson, aged 26.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Long:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Life of Alcibiades: The Idol of Athens
book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred
per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

John Harrison:

The reserve with title The Life of Alcibiades: The Idol of Athens contains a lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information
that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware
of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Phyllis Force:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a e-book. The book The Life of Alcibiades: The Idol of Athens it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high
quality.

Thomas Baier:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. By book The Life of Alcibiades: The Idol of Athens we can have more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book
that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book The Life of
Alcibiades: The Idol of Athens. You can more appealing than now.
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