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Focusing on major authors and problems from the Italian fourteenth and sixteenth centuries, from Petrarch
and Boccaccio to Machiavelli, Ariosto and Tasso, A Local Habitation and a Name examines the unstable
dialectic of realityand imagination,as well as of historyand literature. Albert Ascoli identifies and interprets
the ways in which literary texts are shaped by and serve the purposes of multiple, intertwined historical
discourses and circumstances, and he equally probes the function of such texts in constructing, interpreting,
critiquing, and effacing the histories in which they are embedded. Throughout, he poses the theoretical and
methodological question of how formal analysis and literary forms can at once resist and further the
historicist enterprise. Along the way Ascoli interrogates the mechanisms of historical periodization that have
governed for so long our study of what is sometimes called the Renaissance, sometimes the early modern
period. He also addresses the period's own unstable version of the literature/history opposition, the place of
gendered discourse in the construction of historical narratives (and vice versa), the elaborate formal
strategies by which poets and intellectuals negotiate their relations to power, and, finally, the way in which
proper names (of authors, works, and exemplary characters) serve as points of negotiation between
individual identity and social order in the Renaissance. The book brings to culmination two decades of a
major scholar's thinking about some of the most important figures and questions that shaped the Renaissance,
with emphasis on the question of history, both the historical context of literature and the writing of literary
history.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob Roberts:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book A Local Habitation and a Name: Imagining Histories
in the Italian Renaissance will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book
with you?

Yvonne Casey:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important normally. The book A Local Habitation and a Name: Imagining Histories in the
Italian Renaissance had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book A Local Habitation and a Name: Imagining Histories
in the Italian Renaissance is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship while using book A Local Habitation and a Name: Imagining Histories in the Italian
Renaissance. You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Hannah Norton:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this A Local
Habitation and a Name: Imagining Histories in the Italian Renaissance, you may tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Curtis Swasey:

The book untitled A Local Habitation and a Name: Imagining Histories in the Italian Renaissance contain a
lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The
book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the
book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their



official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.
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