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Cougar Annie’s Garden tells the haunting tale of a five-acre garden in the wilderness of Vancouver Island’s
West Coast. Surrounded by rainforest and mountains, inaccessible and remote, this garden has endured for
over eighty years. It is powerful with story, rich with legend and history, and Margaret Horsfield’s book
brings all these elements together in her critically-acclaimed book. Cougar Annie's Garden has been widely
acclaimed in Canada since its publication.

In 1915 Ada Annie Rae-Arthur came to this part of the coast as a pioneer settler. She set to work clearing the
land. What emerged was no ordinary stump farm out in the bush, it was a vision, a dream and a passion.
Slowly, over the years, a garden of strange, mesmerising beauty took shape in its clearing in the deep forest,
featuring hundreds of varieties of imported shrubs and trees and perennials.

Wily and stubborn , Ada Annie operated a mail-order nursery garden; she also ran a general store and a post
office from her home. She bore eight of her eleven children here, and she outlived and outworked four
husbands. A crack shot and a skilled trapper, she became a cougar bounty hunter, killing over seventy of the
big cats. She became known as Cougar Annie. Until she was in her mid-nineties, she remained in her
beloved garden,

Many types of West coast lore, many strands of history combine in this book to weave together Cougar
Annie’s story. Many tales are told of the grim courage, blind hope and bitter losses that have shaped history
here.

Time plays ironic tricks on this isolated part of the coast. Failed enterprises lie rotting in the bush. The
population has diminished. Settlements and homesteads have been abandoned. The ver landscape has been
radically altered because of the logging in this part of Clayoquot Sound. People have left and dreams have
died, all around here.

Cougar Annie’s Garden tells of a dream that has survived, and lives on. Against all odds, this remarkable
garden has outlived its equally remarkable owner. Although it was radically overgrown at the time of her
death in 1985, it has now been completely restored, and now enters a new era. Thriving with fresh energy
and beauty, the garden stands sentinel on this part of the coast, an indomitable survivor.

The non-profit Boat Basin Foundation is taking over ownership and administration of the garden, its aim
being to preserve the garden and to establish a site for botanical field study in Clayoquot Sound.
Construction on study cabins has now begun and the first group of students, from San Francisco, has already
spent time at the garden on a study trip.

This is Margaret Horsfield’s fourth book. It features art work by Takao Tanabe and Briony Penn and a
foreword by Peter C. Newman. In the spring of 2000 this book received the Roderick Haig-Brown award for
best book about British Columbia during the past year; it was also shortlisted for the Hubert Evans non-
fiction prize and it was runner-up for the Lieutenant-Governor’s medal for historical writing about British
Columbia.

The book is a full colour production, with over 100 colour pictures and 50 black and whites.
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From reader reviews:

Mavis Strain:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Cougar Annie's Garden. You can choose the best book if
you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book Cougar Annie's Garden. You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or
perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Howard Kincaid:

This Cougar Annie's Garden are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
reason of this Cougar Annie's Garden can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at
e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Cougar Annie's Garden forcing you to have an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

David Goodspeed:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Cougar Annie's Garden can be the solution, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Natalie Renz:

You can obtain this Cougar Annie's Garden by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it
might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not
only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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