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If smoked salmon and cream cheese bring only one thing to mind, you can count yourself among the world’s
millions of bagel mavens. But few people are aware of the bagel’s provenance, let alone its adventuresome
history. This charming book tells the remarkable story of the bagel’s journey from the tables of seventeenth-
century Poland to the freezers of middle America today, a story of often surprising connections between a
cheap market-day snack and centuries of Polish, Jewish, and American history.
 
Research in international archives and numerous personal interviews uncover the bagel’s links with the
defeat of the Turks by Polish King Jan Sobieski in 1683, the Yiddish cultural revival of the late nineteenth
century, and Jewish migration across the Atlantic to America. There the story moves from the bakeries of
New York’s Lower East Side to the Bagel Bakers’ Local 388 Union of the 1960s, and the attentions of the
mob. For all its modest size, the bagel has managed to bridge cultural gaps, rescue kings from obscurity,
charge the emotions, and challenge received wisdom. Maria Balinska weaves together a rich, quirky, and
evocative history of East European Jewry and the unassuming ring-shaped roll the world has taken to its
heart.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Fenske:

This The Bagel: The Surprising History of a Modest Bread book is not really ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This specific The Bagel: The Surprising History of a Modest Bread without we know teach the one
who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Bagel: The
Surprising History of a Modest Bread can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Bagel: The
Surprising History of a Modest Bread having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will
not feel uninterested in reading.

Eddie Barber:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Bagel: The Surprising History of a
Modest Bread is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Ralph Ainsworth:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Bagel: The Surprising History of a Modest
Bread can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending
your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have
than the others?

Larhonda Kennedy:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Bagel: The Surprising History of a Modest Bread can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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