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Marxism was not the only Western idea to influence the course of Russian history. In the early decades of
this century, psychoanalysis was one of the most important components of Russian intellectual life. Freud
himself, writing in 1912, said that “in Russia, there seems to be a veritable epidemic of psychoanalysis.” But
until Alexander Etkind’s Eros of the Impossible, the hidden history of Russian involvement in
psychoanalysis has gone largely unnoticed and untold.The early twentieth century was a time when the
craving of Russian intellectuals for world culture found a natural outlet in extended sojourns in the West,
linking some of the most creative Russian personalities of the day with the best universities, salons, and
clinics of Germany, Austria, France, and Switzerland. These ambassadors of the Russian intelligentsia were
also Freud’s patients, students, and collaborators. They exerted a powerful influence on the formative phase
of psychoanalysis throughout Europe, and they carried their ideas back to a receptive Russian culture
teeming with new ideas and full of hopes of self-transformation.Fascinated by the potential of
psychoanalysis to remake the human personality in the socialist mold, Trotsky and a handful of other
Russian leaders sponsored an early form of Soviet psychiatry. But, as the Revolution began to ossify into
Stalinism, the early promise of a uniquely Russian approach to psychiatry was cut short. An early attempt to
merge politics and medicine forms the final chapter of Etkind’s tale, a story made possible to tell by the
undoing of the Soviet system itself.The effervescent Russian contribution to modern psychiatry has gone
unrecognized too long, but Eros of the Impossible restores this fascinating story to its rightful place in
history.
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From reader reviews:

James Shipp:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Eros Of The Impossible: The History Of
Psychoanalysis In Russia will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is
far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book
with you?

Janette Collins:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be smart in
obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can help
men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Eros Of The Impossible: The History Of
Psychoanalysis In Russia book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Alice Walker:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Eros Of The Impossible: The
History Of Psychoanalysis In Russia why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Bruce Sandlin:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Eros Of The Impossible: The
History Of Psychoanalysis In Russia is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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