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Although better known for its sunny skies, Los Angeles suffers devastating flooding. This book explores a
fascinating and little-known chapter in the city's history—the spectacular failures to control floods that
occurred throughout the twentieth century. Despite the city's 114 debris dams, 5 flood control basins, and
nearly 500 miles of paved river channels, Southern Californians have discovered that technologically
engineered solutions to flooding are just as disaster-prone as natural waterways. Jared Orsi's lively history
unravels the strange and often hazardous ways that engineering, politics, and nature have come together in
Los Angeles to determine the flow of water. He advances a new paradigm—the urban ecosystem—for
understanding the city's complex and unpredictable waterways and other issues that are sure to play a large
role in future planning.

As he traces the flow of water from sky to sea, Orsi brings together many disparate and intriguing pieces of
the story, including local and national politics, the little-known San Gabriel Dam fiasco, the phenomenal
growth of Los Angeles, and, finally, the influence of environmentalism. Orsi provocatively widens his vision
toward other cities for which Los Angeles may offer a lesson—both of things gone wrong and a glimpse of
how they might be improved.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Levey:

Here thing why this specific Hazardous Metropolis: Flooding and Urban Ecology in Los Angeles are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Hazardous Metropolis: Flooding
and Urban Ecology in Los Angeles giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
book out there but there is no publication that similar with Hazardous Metropolis: Flooding and Urban
Ecology in Los Angeles. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like
in park, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of Hazardous Metropolis: Flooding and Urban Ecology in Los Angeles in e-
book can be your alternative.

Mary Oliveras:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Hazardous Metropolis: Flooding and Urban Ecology in Los Angeles can be
fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Daniel Moore:

Beside this specific Hazardous Metropolis: Flooding and Urban Ecology in Los Angeles in your phone, it
may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Hazardous Metropolis: Flooding and Urban Ecology in Los
Angeles because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
that? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Brooke Gafford:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful



photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Hazardous Metropolis: Flooding and Urban Ecology in Los Angeles can make you
experience more interested to read.
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