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Brilliant scientific successes have helped shape our world, and are always celebrated. However, for every
victory, there are no doubt numerous little-known blunders. Neuroscientist Simon LeVay brings together a
collection of fascinating, yet shocking, stories of failure from recent scientific history in When Science Goes
Wrong.

From the fields of forensics and microbiology to nuclear physics and meteorology, in When Science Goes
Wrong LeVay shares twelve true essays illustrating a variety of ways in which the scientific process can go
awry. Failures, disasters and other negative outcomes of science can result not only from bad luck, but from
causes including failure to follow appropriate procedures and heed warnings, ethical breaches, quick pressure
to obtain results, and even fraud. Often, as LeVay notes, the greatest opportunity for notable mishaps occurs
when science serves human ends. LeVay shares these examples:

To counteract the onslaught of Parkinson’s disease, a patient undergoes cutting-edge brain surgery using●

fetal transplants, and is later found to have hair and cartilage growing inside his brain.
In 1999, NASA’s Mars Climate Orbiter spacecraft is lost due to an error in calculation, only months after●

the agency adopts a policy of “Faster, Better, Cheaper.”
Britain’s Bracknell weather forecasting team predicts two possible outcomes for a potentially violent●

system, but is pressured into releasing a ‘milder’ forecast. The BBC’s top weatherman reports there is “no
hurricane”, while later the storm hits, devastating southeast England.
Ignoring signals of an imminent eruption, scientists decide to lead a party to hike into the crater of a●

dormant volcano in Columbia, causing injury and death.

When Science Goes Wrong provides a compelling glimpse into human ambition in scientific pursuit.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Mosier:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This When Science Goes Wrong:
Twelve Tales from the Dark Side of Discovery is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Stephen Comerford:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this When Science Goes
Wrong: Twelve Tales from the Dark Side of Discovery.

Elvis Harris:

Beside this When Science Goes Wrong: Twelve Tales from the Dark Side of Discovery in your phone, it
might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have When Science Goes Wrong: Twelve Tales from the Dark Side
of Discovery because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but
you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from today!

Kirk Mathews:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and When Science Goes Wrong: Twelve Tales from the
Dark Side of Discovery or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes When Science Goes Wrong: Twelve Tales from the Dark Side of



Discovery to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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