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Charles the king, our emperor great,
Has been a full seven years in Spain.
As far as the sea he conquered this haughty land.
Not a single castle remains standing in his path

Charlemagne (768-814) was crowned Holy Roman Emperor in 800 and presided over a huge empire. He
frequently appears in literature as a great warlord and pious crusading figure. In 778, the rearguard of
Charlemagne's retreating army was ambushed and defeated at the battle of Roncevaux. This became the
inspiration for songs and poems celebrating deeds of valour in the face of overwhelming odds, through the
character of Charlemagne's nephew (the imaginary) Roland. The Song of Roland is the most stirring and
moving epic poem of the European Middle Ages, offering a particularly heady mixture of history, legend,
and poetry.

Presented here in a lively and idiomatic new translation, the Song of Roland offers fascinating insights into
medieval ideas about heroism, manhood, religion, race, and nationhood which were foundational for modern
European culture. The Song of Roland is accompanied here by two other medieval French epics about
Charlemagne, both of which show him to be a far more equivocal figure than that portrayed by the Roland:
the Occitan Daurel and Beton, in which he is a corrupt and avaricious monarch; and the Journey of
Charlemagne to Jerusalem and Constantinople, which gives the heroes of the Roland a comic makeover.

ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much
more.
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From reader reviews:

John Richardson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Song of Roland (Oxford World's Classics).

Lula Barnes:

Here thing why this particular The Song of Roland (Oxford World's Classics) are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
tasty as food or not. The Song of Roland (Oxford World's Classics) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Song of
Roland (Oxford World's Classics). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Song of Roland (Oxford World's Classics) in
e-book can be your alternate.

Robert Doyle:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Song of Roland (Oxford World's Classics) can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Olga Andres:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the The Song of Roland (Oxford World's Classics) when you essential it?
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