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From abject poverty to undisputed political boss of Pennsylvania, Lincoln’s secretary of war, senator, chair
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and a founder of the Republican Party, Simon Cameron
(1799–1889) was one of the nineteenth century’s most prominent political figures. In his wake, however, he
left a series of questionable political and business dealings and, at the age of eighty, even a sex scandal.

Far more than a biography of Cameron, Amiable Scoundrel is also a portrait of an era that allowed—indeed,
encouraged—a man such as Cameron to seize political control. The political changes of the early nineteenth
century enabled him not only to improve his status but also to exert real political authority. The changes
caused by the Civil War, in turn, allowed Cameron to consolidate his political authority into a successful,
well-oiled political machine. A key figure in designing and implementing the Union’s military strategy
during the Civil War’s crucial first year, Cameron played an essential role in pushing Abraham Lincoln to
permit the enlistment of African Americans into the U.S. Army, a stance that eventually led to his forced
resignation. Yet his legacy has languished, nearly forgotten save for the fact that his name has become
shorthand for corruption, even though no evidence has ever been presented to prove that Cameron was
corrupt.

Amiable Scoundrel puts Cameron’s actions into a larger historical context by demonstrating that many
politicians of the time, including Abraham Lincoln, used similar tactics to win elections and advance their
careers. This study is the fascinating story of Cameron’s life and an illuminating portrait of his times.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Jacobs:

Amiable Scoundrel: Simon Cameron, Lincoln's Scandalous Secretary of War can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Amiable
Scoundrel: Simon Cameron, Lincoln's Scandalous Secretary of War nevertheless doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Dorcas Starling:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Amiable Scoundrel: Simon Cameron,
Lincoln's Scandalous Secretary of War book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
question Amiable Scoundrel: Simon Cameron, Lincoln's Scandalous Secretary of War as good book not
merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its
handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Jolene Rivera:

This Amiable Scoundrel: Simon Cameron, Lincoln's Scandalous Secretary of War is great reserve for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can
claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Amiable Scoundrel: Simon Cameron, Lincoln's Scandalous Secretary of War in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this
can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Joan Munoz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
know that reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by



book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Amiable Scoundrel:
Simon Cameron, Lincoln's Scandalous Secretary of War.
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