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Silent Film and the Triumph of the American Myth connects the rise of film and the rise of America as a
cultural center and twentieth-century world power. Silent film, Paula Cohen reveals, allowed America to
sever its literary and linguistic ties to Europe and answer the call by nineteenth-century writers like Emerson,
Thoreau and Whitman for an original form of expression compatible with American strengths and
weaknesses. When film finally began to talk in 1927, the medium had already done its work. It had helped
translate representation into a dynamic visual form and had "Americanized" the world.

Cohen explores the way film emerged as an American medium through its synthesis of three basic elements:
the body, the landscape, and the face. Nineteenth-century American culture had already charged these
elements with meaning--the body through vaudeville and burlesque, landscape through landscape painting
and moving panoramas, and the face through portrait photography. Integrating these popular forms, silent
film also developed genres that showcased each of its basic elements: the body in comedy, the landscape in
the western, and the face in melodrama. At the same time, it helped produce a new idea of character,
embodied in the American movie star.

Cohen's book offers a fascinating new perspective on American cultural history. It shows how nineteenth-
century literature can be said to anticipate twentieth-century film--how Douglas Fairbanks was, in a sense,
successor to Walt Whitman. And rather than condemning the culture of celebrity and consumption that early
Hollywood helped inspire, the book highlights the creative and democratic features of the silent-film ethos.
Just as notable, Cohen champions the concept of the "American myth" in the wake of recent attempts to
discredit it. She maintains that American silent film helped consolidate and promote a myth of possibility
and self-making that continues to dominate the public imagination and stands behind the best impulses of our
contemporary world.
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From reader reviews:

Perry Payne:

This Silent Film and the Triumph of the American Myth are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Silent Film and the Triumph of the American Myth can be
one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed you with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that
this Silent Film and the Triumph of the American Myth giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Melvin Hayes:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is Silent Film
and the Triumph of the American Myth.

Jonathan Peterson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Silent Film and the Triumph of the
American Myth, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind
of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Alice Olivares:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Silent Film and the Triumph of the American
Myth to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and reading
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the publication
Silent Film and the Triumph of the American Myth can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense
alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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