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The sensational discovery of the Nag Hammadi Coptic Library in Egypt in 1945-46 has revolutionized the
study of the origins and development of the ancient religious phenomenon known as Gnosticism. It has
brought to light many hitherto unknown Gnostic texts and is forcing a reappraisal of the traditional picture of
Gnosticism as in essence a Christian heresy.

This work focuses on several foundational Gnostic textsÂ—the 'Sethian texts'. Earlier discoveries of
Mandaean and Manichaean texts had suggested that the origins of Gnosticism might lie in an oriental
religion of redemption, culturally far removed from their pre-Christian context. But the Sethian texts suggest
that these Pre-Christian Gnostics were fundamentally influenced by Jewish ideas.

Alastair Logan identifies these Gnostics in their developing, essentially Christian context, isolates the earliest
forms of their foundational myth in Irenaeus of Lyons (130?-200? CE) and the Apocryphon of John, and
traces its development until it underwent a Sethian reinterpretation in the early third century CE. In exploring
the fascinating interrelationship of Gnostic and Christian ideas, he relates a series of Nag Hammadi texts to
the Gnostics; examines the literary and theological evolution of the two main versions of the Apocryphon in
terms of Gnostic cosmology, anthropology, soteriology and eschatology; demonstrates how similar were the
theological and soteriological concerns of Gnostics and 'orthodox'; and argues that the Gnostics were the first
Christian Platonists, the first to develop a Trinity (of Father, Mother and Son), and the first to make post-
baptismal chrismation central to Christian initiation.

Dr. Logan overturns many common misunderstandings about Gnosticism. The Gnostics felt themselves to be
Christians, true interpreters of the message of the unknown God of love first revealed in Christ, the heavenly
Son.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Casillas:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want experience happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically
the Gnostic Truth and Christian Heresy: A Study in the History of Gnosticism is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Danny Saleem:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Gnostic Truth and Christian Heresy: A Study in the History of Gnosticism will give you new
experience in examining a book.

Christina Pena:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Gnostic Truth and Christian
Heresy: A Study in the History of Gnosticism which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's observe.

Joyce Washington:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures
on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Gnostic Truth and Christian Heresy: A Study in the History of Gnosticism can make you
experience more interested to read.
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