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Boasting a rich, complex history rooted in Celtic and Christian ritual, Halloween has evolved from ethnic
celebration to a blend of street festival, fright night, and vast commercial enterprise. In this colorful history,
Nicholas Rogers takes a lively, entertaining look at the cultural origins and development of one of the most
popular holidays of the year.
Drawing on a fascinating array of sources, from classical history to Hollywood films, Rogers traces
Halloween as it emerged from the Celtic festival of Samhain (summer's end), picked up elements of the
Christian Hallowtide (All Saint's Day and All Soul's Day), arrived in North America as an Irish and Scottish
festival, and evolved into an unofficial but large-scale holiday by the early 20th century. He examines the
1970s and '80s phenomena of Halloween sadism (razor blades in apples) and inner-city violence (arson in
Detroit), as well as the immense influence of the horror film genre on the reinvention of Halloween as a
terror-fest. Throughout his vivid account, Rogers shows how Halloween remains, at its core, a night of
inversion, when social norms are turned upside down, and a temporary freedom of expression reigns
supreme. He examines how this very license has prompted censure by the religious Right, occasional outrage
from law enforcement officials, and appropriation by Left-leaning political groups.
Engagingly written and based on extensive research, Halloween is the definitive history of the most
bewitching day of the year, illuminating the intricate history and shifting cultural forces behind this enduring
trick-or-treat holiday.
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From reader reviews:

Tom Burkhardt:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Halloween: From
Pagan Ritual to Party Night suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. Often
the book untitled Halloween: From Pagan Ritual to Party Nightis the main of several books which everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide
you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you
a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Arthur Bailey:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a e-book. The book Halloween: From Pagan Ritual to Party Night it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high
quality.

Willie Dominguez:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Halloween: From Pagan Ritual to Party
Night or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide,
any other book likes Halloween: From Pagan Ritual to Party Night to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Anita Rodriguez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Halloween: From Pagan Ritual to Party



Night.
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