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This comprehensive study offers an analysis of the museum as a public institution, provides an account of its
historical roots, and gives a forecast of its future.

In the Foreword, S. Dillon Ripley, Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, states: "Museums are becoming
more and more important. For one thing, as Dr. Wittlin points out, museums provide immediate encounters
with authenticity, or a reasonable simulacrum of it. They provide new ways of teaching and learning, and an
introduction to processes of lifelong education, now a priority for everyone."

An earlier book by Dr. Wittlin, The Museum: Its History and Its Tasks in Education, was the direct
predecessor of the present work. The historical chapters have been expanded, and whereas the former
volume ended with the outbreak of the Second World War, this study considers the achievements that took
place in all parts of the world from 1945 up to the present time. The author's earlier work, published in
England, gained international acclaim as a definitive publication in the field and was praised for its
philosophical depth, historical breadth, and perceptive insights into the character of a complex institution.

Museological events of a scope without precedent are today in a stage of drafting and builidng. Dr. Wittlin
examines all aspects of a museum's function: from the traditional functions as a depository, a center of
research, and an educational agency to the newer, perhaps peripheral, functions that the author summarizes
under the term "cultural center." All these purposes, though valid, must be constantly reexamined in the light
of the "extending frontiers of knowledge, rising standards of general education, and of access to new
techniques based on scientific advances."

In a chapter on a "Twelve-Point Program for Museum Renewal" the main, broad facets of the institution are
clearly and concisely discussed. Dr. Wittlin begins with a definition of the term museum established by the
International Council of Museums and describes problems of institutional identity and funding, training of
personnel, and determining visitor population. She also points up the fallacies in the assumption that mere
exposure to exhibits results in learning and stimulation.

This book is an impressive and scholarly presentation of the museum pictured through its past and examined
in its present functioning as well as what it may offer in the foreseeable future. It is also entertainingly
written.

The "hottest" current issue, as Dr. Wittlin calls it, is ecology, the study of the interdependence of all living
things not only among themselves but with the organic environment. The museum's role in this issue is
postulated and discussed.

The work is amply illustrated.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Hughes:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Museums: In Search of a Usable Future.

Elsie Canada:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one would
work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Museums: In Search of a Usable Future as the daily resource information.

Ruth Michel:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Museums: In Search of a Usable Future your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
each and every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get prior to. The Museums: In Search of a Usable Future giving you an additional
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So
now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare
time activity?

Bertha Davis:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Museums: In Search of a Usable
Future to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and
examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that
the e-book Museums: In Search of a Usable Future can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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