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The author of this compact volume writes from the standpoint of intellectualism, and consequently is
committed from the beginning to acritical attitude toward pragmatism and French voluntarism, especialy
toward that development of voluntarism which is represented by Bergsonian Intuitionism. Nevertheless, her
treatment of these 'New Philosophers' shows that she "is not blind to the interest and importance of M.
Bergson'swork." She distinguishes carefully between M. Bergson's anti-intellectualism and the anti-
intellectualism of the pragmatists. Both fail to give a satisfactory account of truth, but with the pragmatist it
is because he identifies truth with one of its consequences, while with the Bergsonian intuitionist it is
because he identifies truth with reality. Throughout the discussion of pragmatism the author assumes that
pragmatism as a whole adopts the notion of truth presented by James in The Meaning of Truth, that "what
works istrue and represents aredlity for the individual for whom it works." Thus in the consideration of the
relation between truth and utility M. Bergson and his disciples are at the opposite pole from pragmatism. For
while M. Bergson condemns the intellect because it is pragmatic, the pragmatists condemn any view of the
intellect which makesit not pragmatic. For M. Bergson utility is rather synonymous with error than with
truth. Where pragmatists substitute will and desire for the intellect, Bergsonians substitute the mystic faculty
of intuition. These constitute two of the three ways offered by voluntarism for the solution of problems
which theintellect has thus far left unsolved. The author classifies these methods as: (1) solution by extra-
rational choice, such as the "will to believe" of James and the "wager" of Pascal; (2) solution by means of
action, which constitutes part of the pragmatic method; (3) solution by means of intuition.

The criticism which the author passes on these three methods is that they are not solutions at all. The
antinomies which they are supposed to solve are antinomies of reason and must be solved by reason. Any
extra-rational solution is merely a confession that the problem isinsoluble. The way to further advance lies,
she thinks, in the complete development of the intellect, not in aresort to anti-intellectualistic methods.
The book as wholeis stimulating, if only for the questions which it raises in the mind of the reader. The
author's grouping of voluntarists may seem at times more or less arbitrary, and her treatment of other
questions than that concerning the nature of truth somewhat confusing. In passing it may be remarked that
the treatment of Fouillée's philosophy of 1dées-forces should properly have been reserved for a separate
work; for the author's general discussion of voluntarism and pragmatism, as opposed to intell ectualism,
leaves little room for an adequate treatment of a philosopher who was at once a voluntarist and an
intellectualist, and who opposed with equal vigor the intuitionism of M. Bergson and the pragmatism of
James.

—The Philosophical Review, Volume 24
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From reader reviews:
Janet Roldan:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Pragmatism and French Voluntarism: With Especial
Reference to the Notion of Truth in the Development of French Philosophy from Maine De Biran to
Professor Bergson (Girton Coillege Studies) (Volume 6). Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book Pragmatism and French Voluntarism:
With Especial Reference to the Notion of Truth in the Development of French Philosophy from Maine De
Biran to Professor Bergson (Girton Coillege Studies) (Volume 6). Y ou can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open abook as well as searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel fed up to go to thelibrary. Let's read.

Michelle Johnson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Pragmatism and French Voluntarism: With Especial Reference to the Notion of Truth in the
Development of French Philosophy from Maine De Biran to Professor Bergson (Girton Coillege Studies)
(Volume 6) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not
known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one
contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The Pragmatism and French
Voluntarism: With Especial Reference to the Notion of Truth in the Development of French Philosophy from
Maine De Biran to Professor Bergson (Girton Coillege Studies) (Volume 6) giving you a different
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life
within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Michadl Sherman:

Isit you who having sparetimein that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Pragmatism and French Voluntarism: With
Especial Reference to the Notion of Truth in the Development of French Philosophy from Maine De Biran to
Professor Bergson (Girton Coillege Studies) (Volume 6) can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new erais
common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?



Joshua Stpierre:

In this erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of several
booksin the top listing in your reading list is definitely Pragmatism and French Voluntarism: With Especia
Reference to the Notion of Truth in the Development of French Philosophy from Maine De Biran to
Professor Bergson (Girton Coillege Studies) (Volume 6). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can
get many advantages.
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