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It is time to recover rabbinic lessons of late antiquity: God is a God of grace and love; human beings
can aspire to goodness and promise; on Yom Kippur the two of them meet—God's love energizes
human potential and the world is reborn with hope restored.

The God of Jewish tradition is far from the strict God of justice commonly understood to be the God of the
Hebrew Bible. God’s self-introduction to Moses atop Mount Sinai does indeed conclude with the image of
punishment throughout the generations but begins with "God merciful and gracious," the imagery that finds
its way into rabbinic liturgy and lore as solely the God of grace and compassion, pardon and love.

To arrive at this selective perception of biblical tradition, the Rabbis of the Talmud deliberately misread the
biblical text, and then fashioned a myth of God who dresses up as a leader of prayer and promises pardon if
Israel will only repeat these merciful attributes as part of its prayer ritual on that day. Ever since, the Thirteen
Attributes—as the list comes to be known—becomes central to Jewish prayer, accompanying the liturgy for
holidays generally, and framing the opening and closing services of the holiest day in the Jewish year, Yom
Kippur, the “Day of Judgment” itself.

In this seventh volume in the Prayers of Awe Series, contributors—men and women, rabbis and laypeople,
scholars and artists from across the spectrum of Jewish life, and representing the US, Israel, the UK,
Germany, France, Canada, and Australia—chart the importance of these Thirteen Attributes of God. They
explore the kind of God Jews meet in prayer and the consequent self-reflection about the human condition
that Judaism recommends on the basis of its idealized image of God as, above all, merciful and gracious.
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From reader reviews:

Merry Springs:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Encountering God: God Merciful and Gracious-El Rachum V'chanun (Prayers of Awe Series) your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Encountering God: God Merciful
and Gracious-El Rachum V'chanun (Prayers of Awe Series) giving you one more experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us teach
you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking
at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Dominic Maddock:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Encountering God: God Merciful and Gracious-El
Rachum V'chanun (Prayers of Awe Series) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Frederick Roark:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Encountering God: God Merciful and
Gracious-El Rachum V'chanun (Prayers of Awe Series) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not
a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Jeffrey Price:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Encountering God: God Merciful and Gracious-El Rachum V'chanun (Prayers of Awe Series). You can
include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from
one destination to other place.
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