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Ross Chambers, an eminent critic of French literature, proposes an original theory of the development of
French modernism. His work brings together practical criticism, textual theory, and historical analysis to
fashion a new way of thinking about writing and reading as they intersect with history. Along the way,
Chambers offers brilliant readings of texts from Madame Bovary to Les Fleurs du mal.

After the failed revolution of 1848, the sense of disillusion that swept through France deeply affected the
literature of the time. Chambers argues that literary melancholy and disorientation constituted a symptom of
historical conditions rather than, as many other critics contend, a willful resistance to them.

Enriched by careful readings of works by Flaubert, Nerval, Baudelaire, Gautier, and Hugo, this book is a
subtle meditation on the powers of writing and reading and a suggestive contribution to current debates over
the historical status of literary texts. Originally published in French, the book has been revised and expanded
to include a new chapter on Gérard de Nerval's "Sylvie."
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Despain:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular The Writing of Melancholy:
Modes of Opposition in Early French Modernism book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Joshua McIntosh:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Writing of Melancholy: Modes of Opposition in
Early French Modernism as your daily resource information.

Leonard Vega:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large amount
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is usually The
Writing of Melancholy: Modes of Opposition in Early French Modernism.

Miguel Sherman:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. With
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the The Writing of Melancholy: Modes of Opposition in Early French Modernism when you
essential it?
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