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"African-American Concert Dance" significantly advances the study of pioneering black dancers by
providing valuable biographical and historical information on a group of artists who worked during the
1920s, 1930s, and 1940s to legitimize black dance as a serious art form. John O. Perpener sets these seminal
artists and their innovations in the contexts of African-American culture and American modern dance and
explores their creative synthesis of material from European-American, African-American, Caribbean, and
African sources.Perpener begins with Hemsley Winfield, a versatile performer and director whose company,
the New Negro Art Theatre, launched the careers of Edna Guy, Randolph Sawyer, and Ollie Burgoyne,
among many others. Also profiled are Charles Williams, who directed the Hampton Creative Dance Group at
the Hampton Institute in Virginia, and Asadata Dafora Horton, a native African who established himself as
the preeminent purveyor of African dance and culture in America during the 1930s. Dafora's African Dance
Troupe, which at one point came under the umbrella of the WPA Federal Theatre Project, was a focal point
of the famous "voodoo" Macbeth, an all-black production set in Haiti and directed by the young Orson
Welles. Stepping onto the path cleared by these early innovators, two important artists combined dance with
anthropology to expand the reach and scope of African-American dance. Katherine Dunham and Pearl
Primus both studied anthropology and engaged in extensive fieldwork that infused their dances with
Caribbean and African influences. Dunham founded two ambitious training schools, one in New York and
one in East St. Louis, while Primus's projects included an African Arts Center in Monrovia, Liberia,
dedicated to collecting dance material, teaching, and organizing professional performances.Perpener
examines the politics of racial and cultural difference and their impact on these early African-American
dance leaders. In particular he documents the critical reception of their work, detailing the rigid
preconceptions of African-American dance that white critics imposed on black artists. He also surveys
important black dancers and choreographers since 1950, including Talley Beatty, Donald McKayle, Alvin
Ailey, Eleo Pomare, Rod Rodgers, and Dianne McIntyre, and discusses how they have extended and
diverged from traditions established by their predecessors.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Skeens:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book African-American Concert Dance: The Harlem Renaissance and
Beyond has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It
is quite advantages for you. The publication African-American Concert Dance: The Harlem Renaissance and
Beyond is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with
the book African-American Concert Dance: The Harlem Renaissance and Beyond. You never truly feel lose
out for everything in the event you read some books.

Andrew Wilson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for your requirements is African-American Concert Dance: The Harlem Renaissance and Beyond this guide
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why
is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Kristen Hamilton:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and African-American Concert Dance: The
Harlem Renaissance and Beyond or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case,
beside science publication, any other book likes African-American Concert Dance: The Harlem Renaissance
and Beyond to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Daniel Scott:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book African-American Concert Dance: The
Harlem Renaissance and Beyond to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you



to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the book African-American Concert Dance: The
Harlem Renaissance and Beyond can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of that time.
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