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From the summer of 1870 through the spring of 1871, France suffered a humiliating defeat in its war against
Prussia and witnessed bloody class warfare that culminated in the crushing of the Paris Commune. In
Flaubert in the Ruins of Paris, Peter Brooks examines why Flaubert thought his recently published novel,
Sentimental Education, was prophetic of the upheavals in France during this “terrible year,” and how
Flaubert's life and that of his compatriots were changed forever.

Brooks uses letters between Flaubert and his novelist friend and confidante George Sand to tell the story of
Flaubert and his work, exploring his political commitments and his understanding of war, occupation,
insurrection, and bloody political repression. Interweaving history, art history, and literary criticism—from
Flaubert's magnificent novel of historical despair, to the building of the reactionary monument the Sacré-
Coeur on Paris's highest summit, to the emergence of photography as historical witness—Brooks sheds new
light on the pivotal moment when France redefined herself for the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Silva:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Flaubert in the Ruins of Paris: The Story of a Friendship, a Novel, and a Terrible Year your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one application form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Flaubert in the Ruins of Paris: The
Story of a Friendship, a Novel, and a Terrible Year giving you one more experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it,
like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Thomas Hayden:

This Flaubert in the Ruins of Paris: The Story of a Friendship, a Novel, and a Terrible Year is great book for
you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we
can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Flaubert in the Ruins of Paris: The Story of a Friendship, a Novel, and a
Terrible Year in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So
, this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Carol Anthony:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Flaubert in the Ruins of Paris: The Story of a Friendship, a Novel, and a Terrible
Year can make you sense more interested to read.

Mary Tobin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading is



very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Flaubert in the Ruins of Paris:
The Story of a Friendship, a Novel, and a Terrible Year.
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