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The Drayton letters printed herewith came to the New York Public Library from Miss Gertrude L. Hoyt, with
the following note:

My Dear Dr. Billings

The following letters were written during the war of the rebellion to my father, Lydig M. Hoyt and to
Alexander Hamilton, grandson of General Hamilton, by Captain Percival Drayton, U. S. N.

He belonged to a distinguished family of South Carolina. His grandfather, William Drayton, was a jurist in
colonial times, and on the adoption of the constitution in 1789, was appointed the first United States Judge
for South Carolina. His father, also named William, was educated in England for the law and enjoyed an
extensive practice in 1812, when he was commissioned lieutenant-colonel of infantry in the war with Great
Britain. In this service he rose to be colonel and afterwards inspector general. After the war he became
Recorder of Charleston and in 1824 was elected to a seat in Congress which he occupied until 1833. During
this period occurred the great contest over Nullification. In the face of strong pressure brought to bear by the
government of his native state and by his personal friends and relatives, Drayton steadily and effectively
opposed that principle as fatal to the authority of the United States government. President Jackson offered
him the Secretaryship of War and the Mission to England both of which he declined. On retiring from
Congress, he found his residence in Charleston less agreeable on account of his position which he had taken
in the contest over nullification, and he removed to Philadelphia where he succeeded Nicholas Biddle as
President of the United States Bank, and died in 1846.

The strength of character which inspired William Drayton in his opposition to nullification, was continued in
his son Percival who remained true to the national government when his native state and his own brothers
had taken up arms against it and when he himself was tempted by offers of high command in the Confederate
service. Born in Charleston, 25th August, 1812, he entered the navy as a midshipman in 1827, became
lieutenant in 1838 and saw sea service with the Brazilian, Mediterranean, and Pacific squadrons. After duty
in the naval observatory at Washington, he took part in ordnance experiments with Farragut, then ranking as
commander, and with him formed an intimate and lasting friendship. In 1855 he was promoted to
commander and in 1858 took part in the Paraguay expedition.

The opening of the War of the Rebellion found him on ordnance duty at the Philadelphia navy yard.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Rohan:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has different
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Naval Letters From Captain Percival
Drayton, 1861-1865: Printed From the Original Manuscripts Presented to the New York Public Library by
Miss. Gertrude L. Hoyt (Classic Reprint). All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.

Deanna Nance:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The
actual Naval Letters From Captain Percival Drayton, 1861-1865: Printed From the Original Manuscripts
Presented to the New York Public Library by Miss. Gertrude L. Hoyt (Classic Reprint) is kind of publication
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Alan Sours:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Naval Letters From Captain Percival Drayton, 1861-
1865: Printed From the Original Manuscripts Presented to the New York Public Library by Miss. Gertrude
L. Hoyt (Classic Reprint) as the daily resource information.

James McNally:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be examine. Naval Letters From Captain Percival Drayton, 1861-1865: Printed From the
Original Manuscripts Presented to the New York Public Library by Miss. Gertrude L. Hoyt (Classic Reprint)



can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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