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In 1996, America abolished its long-standing welfare system in favor of a new and largely untried public
assistance program. Welfare as we knew it arose in turn from a previous generation's rejection of an even
earlier system of aid. That generation introduced welfare in order to eliminate orphanages.

This book examines the connection between the decline of the orphanage and the rise of welfare. Matthew
Crenson argues that the prehistory of the welfare system was played out not on the stage of national politics
or class conflict but in the micropolitics of institutional management. New arrangements for child welfare
policy emerged gradually as superintendents, visiting agents, and charity officials responded to the
difficulties that they encountered in running orphanages or creating systems that served as alternatives to
institutional care.

Crenson also follows the decades-long debate about the relative merits of family care or institutional care for
dependent children. Leaving poor children at home with their mothers emerged as the most generally
acceptable alternative to the orphanage, along with an ambitious new conception of social reform. Instead of
sheltering vulnerable children in institutions designed to transform them into virtuous citizens, the reformers
of the Progressive era tried to integrate poor children into the larger society, while protecting them from its
perils.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Smith:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a book. It
is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to reading a
publication. The book Building the Invisible Orphanage: A Prehistory of the American Welfare System it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high
quality.

Johnna Chapin:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Building the Invisible Orphanage: A Prehistory of the American
Welfare System why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

James Fong:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Building the Invisible Orphanage:
A Prehistory of the American Welfare System which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's view.

Anthony Moss:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of
book Building the Invisible Orphanage: A Prehistory of the American Welfare System. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make
you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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