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This book fills a current need in Islamic Studies for a perspective on the nuanced investigation of ritual
practices rather than a concentration on politicized forms of ideology. The essays in this volume, all written
by scholarly specialists with first-hand fieldwork experience, take up a number of questions central to
Islamic religion and ritual, focusing on rituals as practices of making identities. Identities are seen as
changing in response to historical forces rather than as unchanging and rigid, and the overall vision of Islam
is seen as pluralistic rather than monolithic. Several of the essays deal with gender relations, showing that
women may in practice gain some prominence in local contexts beyond what might be allowed by reformist
"Islamicizing"; authorities. This is particularly the case when the focus is on varieties of Sufism. The essays
also recognize that elements of conflict and contestation are commonly present in ritual contexts because of
struggles over power, hence the title "Contesting Rituals"; Politics, gender relations, and conflict between
central reformists and local ritual specialists are all involved in these contestations. Overall, the volume aims
to show the multiplicity of Islam and to demonstrate how the themes of multiplicity and unity are played out
continuously over time. The contributors to the volume are Kelly Pemberton (South Asia), Anna M. Gade
(Indonesia), Susan J. Rasmussen (Africa), Alaine S. Hutson (Africa), Shampa Mazumdar and Sanjoy
Mazumdar (USA), Sean R. Roberts (Uyghurstan), and Liyakat Takim (Iraq). The editors, Pamela Stewart
and Andrew Strathern, provide an introductory overview.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Auyeung:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Contesting Rituals: Islam and Practices
of Identity-making (Ritual Studies Monograph) (Ritual Studies Monograph) guide written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still skepticism Contesting Rituals: Islam and Practices of Identity-making (Ritual Studies
Monograph) (Ritual Studies Monograph) as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is
one book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening
to another sixth sense.

Rose Buck:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you is Contesting Rituals: Islam and Practices of Identity-making (Ritual Studies Monograph) (Ritual
Studies Monograph) this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why
this book acceptable all of you.

Willie Collins:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Contesting Rituals:
Islam and Practices of Identity-making (Ritual Studies Monograph) (Ritual Studies Monograph) which is
getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Louise Perez:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the
book Contesting Rituals: Islam and Practices of Identity-making (Ritual Studies Monograph) (Ritual Studies
Monograph) we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must



want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life at this time book Contesting Rituals: Islam and Practices of Identity-making (Ritual Studies
Monograph) (Ritual Studies Monograph). You can more inviting than now.
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