
The Great Agnostic: Robert Ingersoll and
American Freethought

Susan Jacoby

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0300137257
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0300137257
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0300137257


The Great Agnostic: Robert Ingersoll and American
Freethought

Susan Jacoby

The Great Agnostic: Robert Ingersoll and American Freethought Susan Jacoby

During the Gilded Age, which saw the dawn of America’s enduring culture wars, Robert Green Ingersoll
was known as “the Great Agnostic.” The nation’s most famous orator, he raised his voice on behalf of 
Enlightenment reason, secularism, and the separation of church and state with a vigor unmatched since
America’s revolutionary generation. When he died in 1899, even his religious enemies acknowledged that he
might have aspired to the U.S. presidency had he been willing to mask his opposition to religion. To the
question that retains its controversial power today—was the United States founded as a Christian
nation?—Ingersoll answered an emphatic no.

In this provocative biography, Susan Jacoby, the author of Freethinkers: A History of American Secularism,
restores Ingersoll to his rightful place in an American intellectual tradition extending from Thomas Jefferson
and Thomas Paine to the current generation of  “new atheists.” Jacoby illuminates the ways in which
America’s often-denigrated and forgotten secular history encompasses issues, ranging from women’s rights
to evolution, as potent and divisive today as they were in Ingersoll’s time. Ingersoll emerges in this
portrait as one of the indispensable public figures who keep an alternative version of history alive. He
devoted his life to that greatest secular idea of all—liberty of conscience belonging  to the religious and
nonreligious alike.
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From reader reviews:

Morris Reyna:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book The Great Agnostic: Robert Ingersoll and American
Freethought was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information.
It is rather advantages for you. The e-book The Great Agnostic: Robert Ingersoll and American Freethought
is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the
book The Great Agnostic: Robert Ingersoll and American Freethought. You never experience lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

James Williams:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this The Great Agnostic: Robert Ingersoll and American Freethought, you may tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading
a book.

Lena Garcia:

The particular book The Great Agnostic: Robert Ingersoll and American Freethought has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Chuck Bryson:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
named of book The Great Agnostic: Robert Ingersoll and American Freethought. Contain your knowledge by
it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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