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The Thebaid, a Latin epic in twelve books by Statius (c. 45–96 C. E.) reexamines events following the
abdication of Oedipus, focusing on the civil war between the brothers Eteocles, King of Thebes, and
Polynices, who comes at the head of an army from Argos to claim his share of royal power. The poem is
long?each of the twelve books comprises over eight hundred lines?and complex, and it exploits a broad
range of literary works, both Greek and Latin. Severely curtailed though he was by the emperor Domitian
and his Reign of Terror, Statius nevertheless created a meditation on autocratic rule that is still of political
interest today.

Popular in its own time and much admired in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance?most notably by Dante
and Chaucer?the poem fell into obscurity and has, for readers of English, been poorly served by translators.
Statius composed his poem in dactylic hexameters, the supreme verse form in antiquity. In his hands, this
venerable line is flexible, capable of subtle emphases and dramatic shifts in tempo; it is an expressive,
responsive medium. In this new and long-awaited translation the poet Jane Wilson Joyce employs a loose,
six-beat line in her English translation, which allows her to reveal something of the original rhythm and of
the interplay between sentence structure and verse framework.

The clarity of Joyce's translation highlights the poem's superb versification, sophisticated use of
intertextuality, and bold formal experimentation and innovation. A substantial introduction and annotations
make this epic accessible to students of all levels.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Richards:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would like
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Thebaid: A Song of Thebes (Masters of
Latin Literature). All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Anita Jones:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you don't know
which one you should start with. This Thebaid: A Song of Thebes (Masters of Latin Literature) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Jean Fair:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Thebaid: A Song of Thebes (Masters of
Latin Literature), you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Clyde King:

Beside that Thebaid: A Song of Thebes (Masters of Latin Literature) in your phone, it might give you a way
to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh
through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing
to have Thebaid: A Song of Thebes (Masters of Latin Literature) because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such
as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it
from now!
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