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In October 1996, a motley crew of ageing Marxists and unemployed youth coalesced to revolt against
Mobutu Seso Seko, president of Zaire/Congo since 1965. Backed by a Rwanda-led regional coalition that
drew support from Asmara to Luanda, the rebels of the AFDL marched over 1500 kilometers in seven
months to crush the dictatorship. To the Congolese rebels and their Pan-Africanist allies, the vanquishing of
the Mobutu regime represented nothing short of a 'second independence' for Congo and Central Africa as a
whole and the dawning of a new regional order of peace and security. Within fifteen months, however,
Central Africa's 'liberation peace' would collapse, triggering a cataclysmic fratricide between the heroes of
the war against Mobutu and igniting the deadliest conflict since World War II. Uniquely drawing on
hundreds of interviews with protagonists from Congo, Rwanda, Angola, Uganda, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Eritrea,
South Africa, Belgium, France, the UK and the US, Why Comrades Go To War offers a novel theoretical
and empirical account of Africa's Great War. It argues that the seeds of Africa's Great War were sown in the
revolutionary struggle against Mobutu-the way the revolution came together, the way it was organized, and,
paradoxically, the very way it succeeded. In particular, the book argues that the overthrow of Mobutu proved
a Pyrrhic victory because the protagonists ignored the philosophy of Julius Nyerere, the father of Africa's
liberation movements: they put the gun before the unglamorous but essential task of building the domestic
and regional political institutions and organizational structures necessary to consolidate peace after
revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Allen:

This Why Comrades Go to War: Liberation Politics and the Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest Conflict book is
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book
is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read
a lot of information you will get. This particular Why Comrades Go to War: Liberation Politics and the
Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest Conflict without we realize teach the one who reading through it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Why Comrades Go to War: Liberation Politics
and the Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest Conflict can bring once you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Why
Comrades Go to War: Liberation Politics and the Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest Conflict having very good
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Mary Sylvester:

This book untitled Why Comrades Go to War: Liberation Politics and the Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest
Conflict to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read
this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can
order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as
you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from
your list.

Natalie Althoff:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Why Comrades Go to War:
Liberation Politics and the Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest Conflict publication written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then
you still doubt Why Comrades Go to War: Liberation Politics and the Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest
Conflict as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't
judge book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Robert Ford:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Why Comrades Go to War: Liberation
Politics and the Outbreak of Africa's Deadliest Conflict is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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