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Legitimizing the Queen deals with a genre particular to the Middle Ages: the specula principum (mirror of
prince). Its importance as an object of study may be understood in light of the political instability that
wracked the Castilian fifteenth century. The many works written for and dedicated to Isabel I of Castile
depict her kingdom as a shipwrecked boat, a wayward realm, and a land of bankrupt people. These works
suggest the kingdom's need for redemption through the strong leadership of the Catholic monarchs. These
largely propagandistic works were designed to garner power, and once maintained, further Isabel's agenda.
This book frames the concept of sovereignty from the theoretical perspective of the speculum principum
dedicated to her. It offers a Bourdieuian approach to the more literary specula texts used to legitimize and
uphold Isabel's power. This book reveals propagandistic qualities promoting the ideology necessary to
legitimize and support Isabel's claims to the throne. Written primarily between 1468 and 1493, these works
are literary artifacts that mark the rise to power of a female sovereign. The study discusses the various
strategies of legitimation employed by these propagandists whose works circulated within noble and royal
courts, and presumably extended into Castile as justification for her sovereign claim to the throne. By
analyzing fifteenth century texts from within a modern critical framework, this book reexamines Isabel's
position as queen and contributes to the understanding of her shared sovereignty in a period political and
social evolution.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Fisher:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know what one you should start with. This Legitimizing the Queen: Propaganda and Ideology in the
Reign of Isabel I of Castile is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Marie Slaughter:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Legitimizing the Queen: Propaganda and Ideology in the Reign of Isabel I of Castile your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Legitimizing the Queen: Propaganda and Ideology in
the Reign of Isabel I of Castile giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Steven Strong:

Legitimizing the Queen: Propaganda and Ideology in the Reign of Isabel I of Castile can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in
writing Legitimizing the Queen: Propaganda and Ideology in the Reign of Isabel I of Castile although doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Kara Hogan:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Legitimizing the Queen:
Propaganda and Ideology in the Reign of Isabel I of Castile is simple bringing you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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