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In the playhouses of eighteenth-century France, clerks and students, soldiers and merchants, and the
occasional aristocrat stood in the pit, while the majority of the elite sat in loges. These denizens of the
parterre, who accounted for up to two-thirds of the audience, were given to disruptive behavior that
culminated in full-scale riots in the last years before the Revolution. Offering a commoner's eye view of the
drama offstage, this fascinating history of French theater audiences clearly demonstrates how problems in the
parterre reflected tensions at the heart of the Old Regime.Jeffrey S. Ravel vividly depicts the scene in the
parterre where the male spectators occupied themselves shoving one another, drinking, urinating, and
confronting the actors with critiques of the performance. He traces the futile efforts of the Bourbon
Court?and later its Enlightened opponents?to control parterre behavior by both persuasion and force. Ravel
describes how the parterre came to represent a larger, more politicized notion of the public, one that exposed
the inability of the government to accommodate the demands of French citizens. An important contribution
to debates on the public sphere, Ravel's book is the first to explore the role of the parterre in the political
culture of eighteenth-century France.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Glass:

The book The Contested Parterre: Public Theater and French Political Culture, 1680-1791 can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the good thing like a book The Contested Parterre: Public Theater and French Political Culture, 1680-1791?
Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Contested Parterre: Public Theater and
French Political Culture, 1680-1791 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function
for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Charles Stubblefield:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The The Contested Parterre: Public Theater
and French Political Culture, 1680-1791 is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Jacob Hill:

The book The Contested Parterre: Public Theater and French Political Culture, 1680-1791 has a lot info on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Alicia Romero:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the The Contested Parterre: Public Theater and French Political Culture, 1680-1791 when you needed it?
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