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A witty and eclectic tour of some of the more arcane byways of literature. Illustrated throughout.

How much heavier was Thackeray’s brain than Walt Whitman’s? Which novels do American soldiers read?
When did cigarettes start making an appearance in English literature?

In Curiosities of Literature, John Sutherland contemplates the full import of questions such as these, and
attempts a few answers in a series of essays that are both witty and eclectic. An account of the fast-working
Mickey Spillane, for example, leads to a consideration of the substances, both legal and illegal, that authors
have employed to boost their creative energies. An essay on good and bad handwriting points out in passing
that Thackeray could write the Lord’s Prayer on the back of a stamp. As for Mary Shelley, a brief recital of
the circumstances in which she wrote Frankenstein stops off to consider what impact the miserable summer
weather of 1816 had on the future path of English literature.

It’s debatable, of course, whether knowledge of these arcane topics adds to the wisdom of nations. It does
highlight the random pleasures in reading literature and reading about it.

As John Sutherland rightly asks, “Why else read?”
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Atwood:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Curiosities of Literature.

Kenneth Roland:

The event that you get from Curiosities of Literature could be the more deep you looking the information
that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard
to be aware of but Curiosities of Literature giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this specific Curiosities of Literature instantly.

Clifford White:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Curiosities of Literature was bright colored
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Curiosities of Literature has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in
which.

Brandon Seymour:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Curiosities of Literature we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Curiosities of Literature. You can
more appealing than now.
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