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The first U.S. collection from a budding international superstar.

The Man Who Grew His Beard is Belgian cartoonist Olivier Schrauwen’s first American book, having staked
a reputation over the last decade as one of Europe’s most talented storytellers. It collects seven short stories,
each a headspinning display of craft and storytelling that mixes early twentieth-century comics influences
like Winsor McCay with a thoroughly contemporary voice that provokes and entertains with subversively
surreal humor and subtle criticism of twentieth-century tropes and images. The stories themselves, though
each stands alone, are intertwined thematically, offering peeks into the minds of semi-autistic, achingly
isolated men and their feverish inner worlds and how they interact and contrast with their real environment.
Though Schrauwen taps ‘surrealist’ or ‘absurdist’ impulses in his work, you will not read a more careful and
precise collection of stories this year.

The stories included are: “Hair Types,” a hilarious piece that on the surface explores the pseudoscientific
classification of personality as a function of hair but becomes something more akin to a fable about self-
fulfilling prophecy; “Chromo Congo,” a silent story about two men on safari who meet a corpulent and
obnoxious hunter; as well as “The Task,” “The Man Who Grew His Beard,” “The Lock,” “The Cave,” and
“The Imaginist.”

Though this is Schrauwen’s first U.S. edition of comics, he has wowed American fans with his appearances
in the anthology MOME over the last few years, and one of his MOME stories was one of three comics
selected for the 2009 edition of Dave Eggers’ influential Best American Nonrequired Reading. 112 pages of
full-color comics
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From reader reviews:

Veda Howard:

The e-book with title The Man Who Grew His Beard has a lot of information that you can find out it. You
can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You
can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Sharon Brogdon:

Often the book The Man Who Grew His Beard has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after perusing this book.

Derek Clancy:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic
as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be The Man Who Grew His Beard why because the
excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content
is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.

Kent Moore:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has
reading's heart or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Man Who Grew His Beard can make you really feel more interested
to read.
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