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A profound meditation on Leopardi’s art and thought as well as a reframing and reassertion of Negri’s own
philosophical and political project of liberation.

Antonio Negri, one of Italy’s most influential and controversial contemporary philosophers, offers in this
book a radical new interpretation of the nineteenth-century Italian poet Giacomo Leopardi. For Negri,
Leopardi is not the bitter, idealistic individualist of conventional literary history, but rather a profoundly
materialist thinker who sees human solidarity as the only possible solution to the catastrophes of history and
politics. Negri traces Leopardi’s resistance to the transcendental idealism of Kant and Hegel, with its
emphasis on reason’s power to resolve real antagonisms into abstract syntheses, and his gradual development
of a sophisticated poetic materialism focused on the constructive power of the imagination and its “true
illusions.” Like Nietzsche (who admired him), Leopardi provides an alternative to modernity within
modernity, expressing a force of rupture and recomposition—a uniquely Italian one—that is as relevant now
as it was in the nineteenth century, and which connects to the theory of Empire as the political constitution of
the present that Negri has elaborated in collaboration with Michael Hardt.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Johnson:

The book untitled Flower of the Desert: Giacomo Leopardi's Poetic Ontology (SUNY series in
Contemporary Italian Philosophy) is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also could get the e-book of Flower of the Desert: Giacomo Leopardi's Poetic Ontology (SUNY series in
Contemporary Italian Philosophy) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Helen Mota:

The reserve with title Flower of the Desert: Giacomo Leopardi's Poetic Ontology (SUNY series in
Contemporary Italian Philosophy) contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Margaret Cardwell:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Flower of the Desert: Giacomo Leopardi's
Poetic Ontology (SUNY series in Contemporary Italian Philosophy) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Jeremy Gable:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Flower of the Desert: Giacomo Leopardi's Poetic Ontology
(SUNY series in Contemporary Italian Philosophy) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As
we know that book Flower of the Desert: Giacomo Leopardi's Poetic Ontology (SUNY series in
Contemporary Italian Philosophy) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
in your case and try to like reading that.
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