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On 5 and 6 May 1864, the Union and Confederate armies met near an unfinished railroad in central Virginia,
with Lee outmanned and outgunned, hoping to force Grant to fight in the woods. The name of the
battle?Wilderness?suggests the horror of combat at close quarters and an inability to see the whole field of
engagement, even from a distance. Indeed, the battle is remembered for its brutality and ultimate futility for
Lee: even with 26,000 casualties on both sides, the Wilderness only briefly stemmed Grant's advance.

Stephen Cushman lives fifty miles south of this battlefield. A poet and professor of American literature, he
wrote Bloody Promenade to confront the fractured legacy of a battle that haunts him through its very
proximity to his everyday life. Cushman's personal narrative is not another history of the battle. "If this book
is a history of anything," he writes, "it's the history of verbal and visual images of a single, particularly awful
moment in the American Civil War." Reflecting on that moment can begin in the present, with the latest film
or reenactment, but it leads Cushman back to materials from the past. Writing in an informal, first-person
style, he traces his own fascination with the conflict to a single book, a pictorial history he read as a boy. His
abiding interest and poetic sensibility yield a fresh perspective on the war's continuing grip on
Americans?how it pervades our lives through films and songs; novels such as The Red Badge of Courage,
The Killer Angels, and Cold Mountain; Whitman's poetry and Winslow Homer's painting; or the pull of the
abstract idea of the triumph of freedom.

With maps and a brief discussion of the Battle of the Wilderness for those not familiar with the landscape
and actors, Bloody Promenade provides a personal tour of one of the most savage engagements of the Civil
War, then offers a lively discussion of its aftermath.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Ward:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Bloody Promenade: Reflections on a Civil
War Battle (The American South Series) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or ideal book with you?

David Pimentel:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the
idea for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to
stand up than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this
particular Bloody Promenade: Reflections on a Civil War Battle (The American South Series) book as basic
and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Sheila Lefevre:

The event that you get from Bloody Promenade: Reflections on a Civil War Battle (The American South
Series) is a more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Bloody Promenade: Reflections on a
Civil War Battle (The American South Series) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of
this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy
to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having that Bloody Promenade: Reflections on a Civil War Battle (The American South Series) instantly.

Kathleen Dominguez:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to you is Bloody Promenade: Reflections on a Civil War Battle (The American South Series) this book
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The



particular writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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