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During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Americans were fascinated with fraud. P. T. Barnum
artfully exploited the American yen for deception, and even Mark Twain championed it, arguing that lying
was virtuous insofar as it provided the glue for all interpersonal intercourse. But deception was not used
solely to delight, and many fell prey to the schemes of con men and the wiles of spirit mediums. As a result,
a number of experimental psychologists set themselves the task of identifying and eliminating the illusions
engendered by modern, commercial life. By the 1920s, however, many of these same psychologists had
come to depend on deliberate misdirection and deceitful stimuli to support their own experiments.
 
The Science of Deception explores this paradox, weaving together the story of deception in American
commercial culture with its growing use in the discipline of psychology. Michael Pettit reveals how
deception came to be something that psychologists not only studied but also employed to establish their
authority. They developed a host of tools—the lie detector, psychotherapy, an array of personality tests, and
more—for making deception more transparent in the courts and elsewhere. Pettit’s study illuminates the
intimate connections between the scientific discipline and the marketplace during a crucial period in the
development of market culture. With its broad research and engaging tales of treachery, The Science of
Deception will appeal to scholars and general readers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Donald McLaughlin:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
They can be reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the
person who don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Science of Deception: Psychology and Commerce
in America.

Virgie Tauber:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book The Science of Deception: Psychology
and Commerce in America will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable
book with you?

Judy Bowen:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Science of
Deception: Psychology and Commerce in America suitable to you? Often the book was written by well
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Science of Deception: Psychology and Commerce
in Americais a single of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world on this book.

Cheryl Waller:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be The Science of Deception: Psychology and Commerce in America
why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside
or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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