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Chicago’s Wrigley Field opened in 1914 as Weeghman Park, the new North Side stadium erected for use by
the Federal League’ s Chicago team, which would eventually be called the Whales. It was built in just 50
days, with arectangular shape in the style of New Y ork’s Polo Grounds, designed to fit the odd dimensions
of the lot—which formerly housed a seminary school—that Whales owner “Lucky” Charlie Weeghman had
purchased with a 99-year lease at alittle over $300,000. In dl, it took $250,000 and plenty of scrambling to
build the park.

That seminal event is at the heart of Before Wrigley: The Inside Sory of the First Years of the Cubs’ Home
Field. The book will explore the early years of Wrigley Field, when it bore a different name and housed a
different team. Sean Deveney has mined documents and resources from baseball’ s Hall of Famein
Cooperstown, as well as the Chicago History Museum, to supplement the reports in newspapers and
magazines of the day, giving readers a behind-the-scenes look at the origins and birth pangs of the park.

At the center of the Before Wrigley dramais a cast of typically colorful Chicago characters, particularly
Weeghman, the young and flamboyant restaurant man who started out in the city as an $8-a-week waiter,
eventually became amillionaire baseball magnate, and then lost everything. There' stightwad owner Charles
Murphy, who oversaw the Cubs’' early 20th-century dynasty (yes, there was a Cubs dynasty), only to run off
hisfamed infield of Tinkers, Evers, and Chance, and be run out of the game himself. There are crooked
baseball officials like Ban Johnson and Garry Herrmann, crooked politicians like mayor “Big Bill”
Thompson, rogue ballplayers out to make a quick buck or two, and, of course, the generally fair and
hardworking citizens of Chicago.

Using careful and detailed research, incorporated into the bizarre and gripping narrative of the city, the game,
and the team in the mid-1910s, Before Wrigley gives Cubs fans arollicking account of their beloved
ballpark’ slittle-explored early days.

Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Sports Publishing imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books
for readersinterested in sports—books about baseball, pro football, college football, pro and college
basketball, hockey, or soccer, we have a book about your sport or your team.

Whether you are aNew Y ork Y ankees fan or hail from Red Sox nation; whether you are a die-hard Green
Bay Packers or Dallas Cowboys fan; whether you root for the Kentucky Wildcats, Louisville Cardinals,
UCLA Bruins, or Kansas Jayhawks; whether you route for the Boston Bruins, Toronto Maple Leafs,
Montreal Canadiens, or Los Angeles Kings; we have a book for you. While not every title we publish
becomes a New York Times bestseller or anational bestseller, we are committed to publishing books on
subjects that are sometimes overlooked by other publishers and to authors whose work might not otherwise
find a home.
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From reader reviews:
Mildred Duncan:

What do you about book? It is hot important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that
guestion due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, itiscorrect. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Before Wrigley
Became Wrigley: The Inside Story of the First Y ears of the Cubs' Home Field to read.

Tony Paulson:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of
several ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
other people. When you read this Before Wrigley Became Wrigley: The Inside Story of the First Y ears of the
Cubs Home Field, you could tells your family, friends and al so soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge
can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Ricky Bradley:

Precisely why? Because this Before Wrigley Became Wrigley: The Inside Story of the First Y ears of the
Cubs Home Field is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it
will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of advantages than the other book
possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So, still want to postpone
having that book? If | had been you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Haley Thacker:

Beside this specific Before Wrigley Became Wrigley: The Inside Story of the First Y ears of the Cubs' Home
Field in your phone, it can give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Before Wrigley Became Wrigley: The Inside Story
of the First Y ears of the Cubs' Home Field because this book offers for your requirements readable



information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well asread it from currently!
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