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As the United States transitioned from a rural nation to an urbanized, industrial giant between the War of
1812 and the early twentieth century, ordinary people struggled over the question of what it meant to be
American. As Brian Roberts shows in Blackface Nation, this struggle is especially evident in popular culture
and the interplay between two specific strains of music: middle-class folk and blackface minstrelsy.

The Hutchinson Family Singers, the Northeast’s most popular middle-class singing group during the mid-
nineteenth century, is perhaps the best example of the first strain of music. The group’s songs expressed an
American identity rooted in communal values, with lyrics focusing on abolition, women’s rights, and
socialism. Blackface minstrelsy, on the other hand, emerged out of an audience-based coalition of Northern
business elites, Southern slaveholders, and young, white, working-class men, for whom blackface expressed
an identity rooted in individual self-expression, anti-intellectualism, and white superiority. Its performers
embodied the love-crime version of racism, in which vast swaths of the white public adored African
Americans who fit blackface stereotypes even as they used those stereotypes to rationalize white supremacy.
By the early twentieth century, the blackface version of the American identity had become a part of
America’s consumer culture while the Hutchinsons’ songs were increasingly regarded as old-fashioned.
Blackface Nation elucidates the central irony in America’s musical history: much of the music that has been
interpreted as black, authentic, and expressive was invented, performed, and enjoyed by people who believed
strongly in white superiority.  At the same time, the music often depicted as white, repressed, and boringly
bourgeois was often socially and racially inclusive, committed to reform, and devoted to challenging the
immoralities at the heart of America’s capitalist order.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lowe:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic within the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing
you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the guide untitled Blackface Nation: Race, Reform, and Identity in American Popular Music, 1812-
1925 can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Catherine Walters:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Blackface Nation: Race, Reform, and
Identity in American Popular Music, 1812-1925 reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how
to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Blackface
Nation: Race, Reform, and Identity in American Popular Music, 1812-1925 as good book not merely by the
cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its include, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Carrie Hunter:

You will get this Blackface Nation: Race, Reform, and Identity in American Popular Music, 1812-1925 by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking
by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get
more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Catherine Scott:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Blackface Nation: Race, Reform, and Identity in American Popular Music, 1812-



1925 can make you feel more interested to read.
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