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Between its founding in 1966 and its formal end in 1980, the Black Panther Party blazed a distinctive trail in
American political culture. The Black Panthers are most often remembered for their revolutionary rhetoric
and militant action. Here Alondra Nelson deftly recovers an indispensable but lesser-known aspect of the
organization's broader struggle for social justice: health care. The Black Panther Party's health activism--its
network of free health clinics, its campaign to raise awareness about genetic disease, and its challenges to
medical discrimination--was an expression of its founding political philosophy and also a recognition that
poor blacks were both underserved by mainstream medicine and overexposed to its harms.

Drawing on extensive historical research as well as interviews with former members of the Black Panther
Party, Nelson argues that the Party's focus on health care was both practical and ideological. Building on a
long tradition of medical self-sufficiency among African Americans, the Panthers' People's Free Medical
Clinics administered basic preventive care, tested for lead poisoning and hypertension, and helped with
housing, employment, and social services. In 1971, the party launched a campaign to address sickle-cell
anemia. In addition to establishing screening programs and educational outreach efforts, it exposed the racial
biases of the medical system that had largely ignored sickle-cell anemia, a disease that predominantly
affected people of African descent.

The Black Panther Party's understanding of health as a basic human right and its engagement with the social
implications of genetics anticipated current debates about the politics of health and race. That legacy--and
that struggle--continues today in the commitment of health activists and the fight for universal health care.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Patrick:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Body and Soul: The Black Panther Party and the Fight against Medical
Discrimination as the daily resource information.

Amber Orlowski:

Precisely why? Because this Body and Soul: The Black Panther Party and the Fight against Medical
Discrimination is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter
it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but
still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or
you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as
help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book?
If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Allison Stiffler:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Body and Soul: The Black
Panther Party and the Fight against Medical Discrimination that give your fun preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want
to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Body and Soul: The Black Panther Party and the Fight
against Medical Discrimination become your own personal starter.

Robert Lindsey:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Body and Soul: The Black Panther Party and
the Fight against Medical Discrimination was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Body and Soul: The Black Panther Party and the Fight against Medical Discrimination has many kinds
or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading



this.
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