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The long-awaited memoirs of New Directions' founder.

James Laughlin, the late founder and publisher of New Directions, was also a poet of elegance and
distinction. At his death in 1997 at the age of eighty-three, he left unfinished his long autobiographical poem,
Byways. It is no exaggeration to say that his publishing house, which he began in 1936 while still an
undergraduate at Harvard, changed the way Americans read and write serious literature. Yet the man who
published some of the greatest writers of the twentieth century remained resistant for most of his life to the
memoiristic impulse. In the end he found his autobiographical voice by adopting the swift-moving line of
Kenneth Rexroth's booklength philosophical poem, The Dragon and the Unicorn (1952).

Byways weaves together family history (the Laughlins were wealthy Pittsburgh steel magnates), the poet's
early memories and travels in Europe and America with his playboy father, his years at Harvard, first
meetings with Pound, the beginning of his publishing venture, his reminiscences of close friendships with
writers including W.C. Williams, Thomas Merton, and Kenneth Rexroth, his postwar work in Europe and
Asia with the Ford Foundation as publisher of its international literary magazine, Perspectives, and not least,
his many early loves.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
is you don't know which you should start with. This Byways: A Memoir By James Laughlin is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Douglas Whatley:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Byways: A Memoir By James Laughlin, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Brian Pena:

The book untitled Byways: A Memoir By James Laughlin contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new
era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so
you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Rita Furguson:

Beside this Byways: A Memoir By James Laughlin in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Byways: A Memoir By James Laughlin because this book offers for you readable information.
Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from at this
point!
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