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Is confession obsolete? Far from it, Annemarie Kidder has learned. At unexpected times and in unexpected
places, we hear the confession" of a friend or a perfect stranger; at crucial times in our lives we tend to
unburden ourselves of matters that trouble our conscience. While some churches offer opportunities for
sacramental confession, others provide counseling outside the sacramental framework. Some confessional
practices have been secularized, as in psychotherapy and professional counseling; others find expression in
evangelistic crusades and Christian 12-step programs. Meanwhile, the scope of "confessors" has widened to
include men and women religious and lay spiritual directors. Addressing this broad audience, Kidder

reviews the origins and history of confession from biblical times to the early modern era, examines
contemporary practices of confession, penance, and spiritual direction that have emerged in the twentieth
century, and offers practical considerations for evaluating and improving one's own practice, either as
confessor or penitent.Readers will be grateful for this concise historical overview of confession and Kidder's
assurance that, despite its undervalued or misunderstood practice, this "cure of souls" is anything but
obsolete.Annemarie S. Kidder, PhD, is assistant professor at the Ecumenical Theological Seminary, Detroit,
and a Presbyterian pastor. She is author of Women, Celibacy, and the Church: Toward a Theology of the
Single Life; The Power of Solitude; and Etty Hillesum: Essential Writings. Kidder has translated works by
Raimon Panikkar, Juergen Becker, Luise Schottroff, and Rainer Maria Rilke. She lives in Ann Arbor,
Michigan."
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From reader reviews:
Wanda Matthews:Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important for people. The book Making Confession, Hearing
Confession: A History of the Cure of Souls seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Making Confession,
Hearing Confession: A History of the Cure of Souls is not only giving you more new information but also to
be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship using the book Making Confession, Hearing Confession: A History of the Cure of Souls.
You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.
Michele Stein:The particular book Making Confession, Hearing Confession: A History of the Cure of Souls
has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.
Linda King:Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for
reading. Some people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Making Confession, Hearing
Confession: A History of the Cure of Souls as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After
you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Making Confession, Hearing Confession: A
History of the Cure of Souls to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
Judith Bode:What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that
that problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
And you know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
know that reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation
to something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One
of them is actually Making Confession, Hearing Confession: A History of the Cure of Souls.
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