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George Kennan (1845-1924) was a pioneering explorer, writer, and lecturer on Russia in the nineteenth
century, the author of classic works such as Tent Life in Siberia and Siberia and the Exile System, and great-
uncle of George Frost Kennan, the noted historian and diplomat of the Cold War.

In 1870, Kennan became the first American to explore the highlands of Dagestan, a remote Muslim region of
herders, silversmiths, carpet-weavers, and other craftsmen southeast of Chechnya, only a decade after Russia
violently absorbed the region into its empire. He kept detailed journals of his adventures, which today form a
small part of his voluminous archive in the Library of Congress. Frith Maier has combined the diaries with
selected letters and Kennan’s published articles on the Caucasus to create a vivid narrative of his six-month
odyssey.

The journals have been organized into three parts. The first covers Kennan’s journey to the Caucasus, a
significant feat in itself. The second chronicles his expedition across the main Caucasus Ridge with the
Georgian nobleman Prince Jorjadze. In the final part, Kennan circles back through the lands of Chechnya to
slip once again into the Dagestan highlands.

Kennan’s remarkable curiosity and perception come through in this lively and accessible narrative, as does
his humor at the challenges of his travels.

In her introduction, Maier discusses Kennan’s illustrious career and his reliability as an observer, while
providing background on the Caucasus to help clarify Kennan’s descriptions of daily life, religion, etiquette,
customary law, and local government. In an Afterword, she retraces Kennan’s steps to find descendants of
Prince Jorjadze and describes her work in coproducing, with filmmaker Christopher Allingham, a
documentary inspired by Kennan’s Caucasus journey.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Gavin:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Vagabond Life: The Caucasus Journals of George Kennan (Donald R.
Ellegood International Publications).

Stephanie Sellers:

The book Vagabond Life: The Caucasus Journals of George Kennan (Donald R. Ellegood International
Publications) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your
subject. If you can make examining a book Vagabond Life: The Caucasus Journals of George Kennan
(Donald R. Ellegood International Publications) to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
open up and read a guide Vagabond Life: The Caucasus Journals of George Kennan (Donald R. Ellegood
International Publications). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Priscilla Jefferson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Vagabond Life: The Caucasus
Journals of George Kennan (Donald R. Ellegood International Publications) book written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still hesitation Vagabond Life: The Caucasus Journals of George Kennan (Donald R.
Ellegood International Publications) as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one book
that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!?
Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.

Debbie Yarborough:

You can find this Vagabond Life: The Caucasus Journals of George Kennan (Donald R. Ellegood
International Publications) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your
solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just



looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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