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Dorianne Laux’s long-awaited third book of poetry follows her collection, What We Carry, a finalist for the
1994 National Book Critics Circle Award for Poetry. In Smoke, Laux revisits familiar themes of family,
working class lives and the pleasures of the body in poetry that is vital and artfully crafted—poetry that "gets
hard in the face of aloofness," in the words of one reviewer. In Smoke, as in her previous work, Laux weaves
the warp and woof of ordinary lives into extraordinary and complex tapestries. In "The Shipfitter’s Wife," a
woman recalls her husband’s homecoming at the end of his work day:

Then I’d open his clothes and take
the whole day inside me—the ship’s
gray sides, the miles of copper pipe,
the voice of the foreman clanging
off the hull’s silver ribs. Spark of lead
kissing metal. The clamp, the winch,
the white fire of the torch, the whistle,
and the long drive home.
And in the title poem, Laux muses on her own guilty pleasures:
Who would want to give it up, the coal
a cat’s eye in the dark room, no one there
but you and your smoke, the window
cracked to street sounds, the distant cries
of living things. Alone, you are almost
safe . . .

With her keen ear and attentive eye, Dorianne Laux offers us a universe with which we are familiar, but
gives it to us fresh.

Dorianne Laux is the author of two previous collections of poetry from BOA Editions, Ltd., and is co-
author, with Kim Addonizio, of The Poet’s Companion: A Guide to the Joys of Writing Poetry (W.W.
Norton, 1997), chosen as an alternate selection by several bookclubs. Laux was the judge for the 2012 A.
Poulin, Jr. Poetry Contest, and is a tenured professor in the creative writing program at the University of
Oregon. Laux lives in Eugene, Oregon.
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From reader reviews:

Tina Olsen:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever they
consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Smoke (American Poets Continuum: 62).

Edna Kissel:

This Smoke (American Poets Continuum: 62) tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Smoke (American Poets Continuum: 62) can be one of many great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual
with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Smoke (American Poets Continuum: 62) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Dwight Ivers:

Why? Because this Smoke (American Poets Continuum: 62) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a
lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Philip Cooper:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Smoke (American Poets Continuum: 62) why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you
to pick up this book.
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