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Accessories to Modernity explores the ways in which feminine fashion accessories, such as cashmere shawls,
parasols, fans, and handbags, became essential instruments in the bourgeois idealization of womanhood in
nineteenth-century France. Considering how these fashionable objects were portrayed in fashion journals and
illustrations, as well as fiction, the book explores the histories and cultural weight of the objects themselves
and offers fresh readings of works by Balzac, Flaubert, and Zola, some of the most widely read novels of the
period.

As social boundaries were becoming more and more fluid in the nineteenth century, one effort to impose
order over the looming confusion came, in the case of women, through fashion, and the fashion accessory
thus became an ever more crucial tool through which social distinction could be created, projected, and
maintained. Looking through the lens of fashion, Susan Hiner explores the interplay of imperialist expansion
and domestic rituals, the assertion of privilege in the face of increasing social mobility, gendering practices
and their relation to social hierarchies, and the rise of commodity culture and woman's paradoxical status as
both consumer and object within it.

Through her close focus on these luxury objects, Hiner reframes the feminine fashion accessory as a key
symbol of modernity that bridges the erotic and proper, the domestic and exotic, and mass production and the
work of art while making a larger claim about the "accessory" status—in terms of both complicity and
subordination—of bourgeois women in nineteenth-century France. Women were not simply passive
bystanders but rather were themselves accessories to the work of modernity from which they were ostensibly
excluded.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Pearce:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Accessories to Modernity: Fashion and the Feminine
in Nineteenth-Century France as your daily resource information.

Lou Bryant:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also
they write about advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always
try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of
them is this Accessories to Modernity: Fashion and the Feminine in Nineteenth-Century France.

Ralph Scott:

Accessories to Modernity: Fashion and the Feminine in Nineteenth-Century France can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Accessories to Modernity: Fashion and the Feminine in Nineteenth-Century France
however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage
of crucial considering.

Brandon Giles:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Accessories to Modernity: Fashion
and the Feminine in Nineteenth-Century France is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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