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The purpose of this book, says the author, is to show the effect of Indian medicinal practices on white
civilization. Actually it achieves far more. It discusses Indian theories of disease and methods of combating
disease and even goes into the question of which diseases were indigenous and which were brought to the
Indian by the white man. It also lists Indian drugs that have won acceptance in the Pharmacopeia of the
United States and the National Formulary.

The influence of American Indian healing arts on the medicine and healing and pharmacology of the white
man was considerable. For example, such drugs as insulin and penicillin were anticipated in rudimentary
form by the aborigines. Coca leaves were used as narcotics by Peruvian Indians hundreds of years before
Carl Koller first used cocaine as a local anesthetic in 1884. All together, about 170 medicines, mostly
botanical, were contributed to the official compendia by Indians north of the Rio Grande, about 50 more
coming from natives of the Latin-American and Caribbean regions.

Impressions and attitudes of early explorers, settlers, physicians, botanists, and others regarding Indian
curative practices are reported by geographical regions, with British, French, and Spanish colonies and the
young United States separately treated.

Indian theories of disease—sorcery, taboo violation, spirit intrusion, soul loss, unfulfilled dreams and
desires, and so on -and shamanistic practices used to combat them are described. Methods of treating all
kinds of injuries-from fractures to snakebite-and even surgery are included. The influence of Indian healing
lore upon folk or domestic medicine, as well as on the "Indian doctors" and patent medicines, are discussed.
For the convenience of the reader, an index of botanical names is provided, together with a wide variety of
illustrations. The disproportionate attention that has been given to the superstitious and unscientific features
of aboriginal medicine has tended to obscure its real contributions to American civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Gemma Jackson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled American Indian Medicine (The Civilization of the American
Indian Series). Try to stumble through book American Indian Medicine (The Civilization of the American
Indian Series) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Gregory Stclair:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of American Indian Medicine (The
Civilization of the American Indian Series) to read.

Contessa Watkins:

Here thing why that American Indian Medicine (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content of the
usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. American Indian Medicine (The Civilization of
the American Indian Series) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no e-book that similar with American Indian Medicine (The Civilization of the American
Indian Series). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of American Indian Medicine (The Civilization of the American
Indian Series) in e-book can be your substitute.

James McFarland:

This American Indian Medicine (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) is brand-new way for you
who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
American Indian Medicine (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) can be the light food for you



personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think
that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So
, don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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