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Immediately after World War II, there was little discussion of the Holocaust, but today the word has grown
into a potent political and moral symbol, recognized by all.  In Holocaust: An American Understanding,
renowned historian Deborah E. Lipstadt explores this striking evolution in Holocaust consciousness,
revealing how a broad array of Americans—from students in middle schools to presidents of the United
States—tried to make sense of this inexplicable disaster, and how they came to use the Holocaust as a lens to
interpret their own history.
 
Lipstadt weaves a powerful narrative that touches on events as varied as the civil rights movement, Vietnam,
Stonewall, and the women’s movement, as well as controversies over Bitburg, the Rwandan genocide, and
the bombing of Kosovo. Drawing upon extensive research on politics, popular culture, student protests,
religious debates and various strains of Zionist ideologies, Lipstadt traces how the Holocaust became integral
to the fabric of American life. Even popular culture, including such films as Dr. Strangelove and such books
as John Hershey’s The Wall, was influenced by and in turn influenced thinking about the Holocaust. Equally
important, the book shows how Americans used the Holocaust to make sense of what was happening in the
United States. Many Americans saw the civil rights movement in light of Nazi oppression, for example,
while others feared that American soldiers in Vietnam were destroying a people identified by the government
as the enemy.   
 
Lipstadt demonstrates that the Holocaust became not just a tragedy to be understood but also a tool for
interpreting America and its place in the world. Ultimately Holocaust: An American Understanding tells us
as much about America in the years since the end of World War II as it does about the Holocaust itself.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Goodrow:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Holocaust: An American Understanding (Key Words in Jewish Studies).

Michelle Huffman:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Holocaust: An American
Understanding (Key Words in Jewish Studies) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for
all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Holocaust: An American
Understanding (Key Words in Jewish Studies) become your current starter.

Yolanda Nitta:

This Holocaust: An American Understanding (Key Words in Jewish Studies) is great publication for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can say
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean
it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Holocaust: An American Understanding (Key Words in Jewish Studies) in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer
you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Mildred Timm:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Holocaust: An American Understanding (Key Words in Jewish Studies)
this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented just



how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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