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Joseph Seamon Cotter, Jr.: Complete Poems brings together for the first time all the poems of an
accomplished African-American poet of the years just preceding the 1920s renaissance in black American
literature.

Born in Louisville, Kentucky, in 1895, Joseph Seamon Cotter, Jr., was a precocious child, reared in a strong
family tradition of poetry. His father, a local educator, wrote poetry himself, and the family maintained a
close friendship with the prominent poet Paul Laurence Dunbar. Encouraged by this environment, Cotter
displayed literary leanings from an early age. As his father recalled, Keats was his son's favorite poet among
the many writers in their extensive family library: "He never tired of the 'Ode on a Grecian Urn.'" After
completing high school, Cotter attended Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee, for two years until he
contracted tuberculosis and was forced to return home. Cotter then wrote almost incessantly?and published
one collection of poetry, The Band of Gideon?before his death in 1919 at age twenty-three.

Rejecting the popular dialect style of his father and other highly regarded poets of his day, Cotter reflected in
his poetry the broad impact of the most devastating event of the time, World War I. Though not limited to
war themes, Cotter was unquestionably among the finest poets of the Great War. Displaying empathy for the
experience of black soldiers, he perceives that the true enemy of these servicemen is not Germany but racial
injustice, as shown in Cotter's "Sonnet to Negro Soldiers": "They shall go down unto Life's Borderland, /
Walk unafraid within that Living Hell, / Nor heed the driving rain of shot and shell / That 'round them falls;
but with uplifted hand / Be one with mighty hosts, an armed band / Against man's wrong to man-for such full
well / They know. And from their trembling lips shall swell / A song of hope the world can understand. / All
this to them shall be a glorious sign, / A glimmer of that resurrection morn, / When age-long Faith crowned
with a grace benign / Shall rise and from their brows cast down the thorn / Of prejudice. E'en though through
blood it be, / There breaks this day their dawn of Liberty."

Cotter's poems, from the explorations of prejudice in The Band of Gideon through the later sonnet sequence
"Out of the Shadows," place him among the poetic innovators of the second decade of this century.

In Joseph Seamon Cotter, Jr.: Complete Poems, James Robert Payne has assembled the entire canon of a
diverse poet rarely included in contemporary anthologies because his work has been inaccessible. Payne
established reliable text of all of Cotter's poetry, including seven recently discovered poems that are
published here for the first time. This collection includes a biographical essay, the poems, a textual
commentary, and an apparatus, bringing the productive final years of Joseph Seamon Cotter, Jr., sharply into
focus.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Johnson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important normally. The book Joseph Seamon Cotter Jr.: Complete Poems ended up being
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The publication Joseph Seamon Cotter Jr.: Complete Poems is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Joseph
Seamon Cotter Jr.: Complete Poems. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Sandra Leggett:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Joseph Seamon Cotter
Jr.: Complete Poems book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Sheila Rivera:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Joseph Seamon Cotter Jr.:
Complete Poems is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Frank Godwin:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Joseph Seamon Cotter Jr.: Complete
Poems to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
impression about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and
go through it. Beside that the e-book Joseph Seamon Cotter Jr.: Complete Poems can to be your brand-new
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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