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"Subversive Sites explores the complicated relationship between women and the law, seeking both to define
law's limits and to explore its possibilities for bringing about progressive change in women's social status.
Through a selective but meticulous examination of a range of legal provisions--constitutional guarantees,
case law, public litigation, legislative measures--the authors open up an area of crucial importance and
interest for feminists working in the 'field' as well as in academia. Though the focus is on India, the relevance
of the book's concerns go well beyond this specific context. . . . Simultaneously consolidating previous
feminist research in the area and breaking new ground, Ratna Kapur and Brenda Cossman have produced a
major work in the new and rapidly developing field of feminist legal studies. Their book is at once exciting
and careful, provocative and responsible, challenging and cautious in the ways it combines,
methodologically, exposition with argument, statement with speculation, and analysis with theoretical
insight." --Rajeswari Sunder Rajan, author of Real and Imagined Women: Gender, Culture and
Postcolonialism "Ratna Kapur and Brenda Cossman have produced a book that is timely, vital, and
necessary. Drawing on recent developments in feminist legal studies, poststructuralist theory, and cultural
studies, Subversive Sites explores the complex relationship between women and the legal apparatus. . . . This
book offers nuanced discussions of the debates on equality and difference, affirmative action, and rights in
relation to the status of women in India. This it places the question of how women might use the law to
challenge the status quo with diverse historical, theoretical, and political contexts. This is engaged
scholarship that is committed to theoretical sophistication as well as to an emancipatory vision, and it is
written with a lucidity that is becoming increasingly rare." --Ania Loomba, Jawaharlal Nehru University
"Ratna Kapur and Brenda Cossman's work significantly extends the growing literature on feminist legal
studies. With great clarity, it elaborates an extremely complex reading of law as a relatively autonomous
discourse of the state, a contradictory domain that is neither emancipatory nor inescapably an instrument of
patriarchal power systems. Its critique of the liberal notions of law does not simply probe the limits and
insufficiencies of existing laws but questions the fundamental assumptions of legal discourses to explore
their ideological and economic moorings by drawing upon a wide range of social feminist and
poststructuralist theoretical works. The contests over possessing the legal arena by feminists as well as by the
dominant political and economic formations in India are described and analyzed with historical precision;
they also reveal acute and original insights into recent political and economic changes. This reading suggests
not an abandonment of the arena of legal changes but a critical reclaiming of the contested site through
informed collective feminist struggles." --Tanika Sarkar, St. Stephens College, Delhi University Examining
both the limitations and possibilities of law in women's struggles for social change, Subversive Sites
provides a feminist analysis of the laws that affect women in India. In their probing examination, authors
Ratna Kapur and Brenda Cossman build on the feminist critique of the dominant constructions of gender,
culture, and tradition in jurisprudential literature and argue that law should be revisioned as a site for
discursive struggle. By analyzing the role of familial ideology in legal regulation and jurisprudence, the
authors explore the extent to which assumptions about women as wives and mothers limit the promise of
legal equality for women. Among the important issues discussed are the moral and legal regulation of
women, the growing role of the Hindu Right, and the competing concepts of formal and substantive equality
as evident in the judiciary's approach to sex discrimination. This book searches out alternative strategies for
using law in struggles for women's rights and visualizes how the women's movement should strategize
litigation, law reform, and legal literacy. Located at the intersection of law, feminist studies, and social
theory, this major study offers new insights into the way in which law can serve as a site for ideological
struggle and not just as a tool for social change for women. Subversive Sites will be of considerable interest



to all those involved in feminist legal studies, sociology, gender studies, women in development, law, and
social movements.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Tipton:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Subversive Sites Feminist Engagements with Law in
India. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important
the book Subversive Sites Feminist Engagements with Law in India. You can add know-how and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet product.
It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Irene Justice:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Subversive Sites Feminist
Engagements with Law in India. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for
the internet methods or other social media.

Kristopher Lewis:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Subversive Sites Feminist Engagements with Law in India can make you sense
more interested to read.

Donald Noble:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. On
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Subversive Sites Feminist Engagements with Law in India when you needed it?
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