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The artificial shaping of the skull vault of infants expresses fundamental aspects of crafted beauty, of
identity, status and gender in a way no other body practice does. Combining different sources of information,
this volume contributes new interpretations on Mesoamerican head shaping traditions. Here, the head with its
outer insignia was commonly used as a metaphor for designating the “self” and personhood and, as part of
the body, served as a model for the indigenous universe. Analogously, the outer “looks” of the head and its
anatomical constituents epitomized deeply embedded worldviews and longstanding traditions. It is in this
sense that this book explores both the quotidian roles and long-standing ideological connotations of cultural
head modifications in Mesoamerica and beyond, setting new standards in the discussion of the scope,
caveats, and future directions involved in this study. The systematic examination of Mesoamerican skeletal
series fosters an explained review of indigenous cultural history through the lens of emblematic head models
with their nuanced undercurrents of religious identity and ethnicity, social organization and dynamic cultural
shift. The embodied expressions of change are explored in different geocultural settings and epochs, being
most visible in the centuries surrounding the Maya collapse and following the cultural clash implied by the
European conquest. These glimpses on the Mesoamerican past through head practices are novel, as is the
general treatment of methodology and theoretical frames. Although it is anchored in physical anthropology
and archaeology (specifically bioarchaeology), this volume also integrates knowledge derived from anatomy
and human physiology, historical and iconographic sources, linguistics (polisemia) and ethnography. The
scope of this work is rounded up by the transcription and interpretation of the many colonial eye witness
accounts on indigenous head treatments in Mesoamerica and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Vickers:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Bioarchaeology of Artificial Cranial Modifications: New Approaches
to Head Shaping and its Meanings in Pre-Columbian Mesoamerica and Beyond: 7 (Interdisciplinary
Contributions to Archaeology) can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Richard Crowe:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer may be The Bioarchaeology of Artificial Cranial Modifications: New
Approaches to Head Shaping and its Meanings in Pre-Columbian Mesoamerica and Beyond: 7
(Interdisciplinary Contributions to Archaeology) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Judy Yelle:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The The Bioarchaeology of Artificial Cranial Modifications: New Approaches to Head Shaping and its
Meanings in Pre-Columbian Mesoamerica and Beyond: 7 (Interdisciplinary Contributions to Archaeology)
provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Ricardo Hempel:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you



knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The
Bioarchaeology of Artificial Cranial Modifications: New Approaches to Head Shaping and its Meanings in
Pre-Columbian Mesoamerica and Beyond: 7 (Interdisciplinary Contributions to Archaeology).
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