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Until recently only a handful of women writers were thought to have existed in traditional China, but new
scholarship has called attention to several hundred whose works have survived. Coming from the fields of
literature, history, art history, and comparative literature, the fourteen contributors to this volume apply a
range of methodologies to this new material and to other sources concerning women writers in China from
1600 to 1900.

An opening section on courtesans details the lives of individual women and their male
admirers—contemporary and subsequent—who imposed an array of meaning on the category of woman
writer. The works treated in this section are mainly poetry, although drama also enters in. The second section
focuses on the writings of gentrywomen who, confined to the inner quarters of their residences, turned out a
body of poetry impressive both for its volume and for the number of authors involved.

The third section takes up the issue of contextualization: how male writers situated women's poetry in their
essays, stories, and travelogues. The fourth section pursues the same issue, but with reference to China's
greatest work of fiction, Dream of the Red Chamber, first published in 1792, most of whose leading
characters are talented gentrywomen. The volume concludes with a chapter by a specialist in comparative
literature, who relates the concerns of the other chapters to literary and feminist studies outside the China
field.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Belknap:

The book Writing Women in Late Imperial China can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Writing
Women in Late Imperial China? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim
which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book Writing Women in Late Imperial China has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Sharon Garcia:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Writing Women in Late Imperial
China book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

James Daniels:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Writing Women in Late Imperial China will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Fred Garza:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Writing Women in Late
Imperial China or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic
a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students
especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Writing Women in Late Imperial China to make your spare time much
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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