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Philosophising in Mombasa provides an approach to the anthropological study of philosophical discourses in
the Swahili context of Mombasa, Kenya. In this historically established Muslim environment, at the dawn of
the twenty-first century, philosophy is investigated as social discourse and intellectual practice, situated in
everyday life. This is done from the perspective of an 'anthropology of philosophy', a project which is spelled
out in the opening chapter.
Entry-points and guidelines for the ethnography are provided by discussions of Swahili literary genres, life
histories, and social debates. From here, local discourses of knowledge are described and analysed. The
social environment and discursive dynamics of the Old Town are portrayed, firstly, by means of following
and contextualising informal discussions among neighbours and friends at daily meeting points in the streets;
and secondly, by presenting and discussing in-depth case studies of local intellectuals and their contributions
to moral and intellectual debates within the community. Taking recurrent internal discussions on social
affairs, politics, and appropriate Islamic conduct as a focus, this study sheds light on local practices of
critique and reflection.

In particular, three local intellectuals (two poets, one Islamic scholar) are portrayed against the background
of regional intellectual history, Islamic scholarship, as well as common public debates and private
discussions. The three contextual portrayals discuss exemplary issues for the wider field of research on
philosophical discourse in Mombasa and the Swahili context on the whole, with reference to the lives and
projects of distinct individual thinkers. Ultimately, the study directs attention beyond the regional and the
African contexts, towards the anthropological study of knowledge and intellectual practice around the world.
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From reader reviews:

Alejandro Jones:

The book Philosophising in Mombasa: Knowledge, Islam and Intellectual Practice on the Swahili Coast
(International African Library EUP) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Philosophising in Mombasa:
Knowledge, Islam and Intellectual Practice on the Swahili Coast (International African Library EUP) being
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a reserve Philosophising
in Mombasa: Knowledge, Islam and Intellectual Practice on the Swahili Coast (International African Library
EUP). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this guide?

Stephanie Matias:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Philosophising in Mombasa: Knowledge, Islam and Intellectual Practice on
the Swahili Coast (International African Library EUP) book is readable through you who hate those perfect
word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Philosophising in
Mombasa: Knowledge, Islam and Intellectual Practice on the Swahili Coast (International African Library
EUP) content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
Philosophising in Mombasa: Knowledge, Islam and Intellectual Practice on the Swahili Coast (International
African Library EUP) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Irma Tijerina:

Typically the book Philosophising in Mombasa: Knowledge, Islam and Intellectual Practice on the Swahili
Coast (International African Library EUP) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Philosophising in Mombasa: Knowledge, Islam and Intellectual Practice on the
Swahili Coast (International African Library EUP) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Tiffaney Serna:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many



books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Philosophising in Mombasa: Knowledge, Islam and
Intellectual Practice on the Swahili Coast (International African Library EUP). This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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